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ROBERT MORGAN TO REC EIVE HOBSON PRIZE

The Seventeenth Annua
Mary Frances Hobson
Lecture and Prize for

Distinguished Achieve-
ment in Arts and Letterg

recipient is Robert Mor- . il
gan. g”)v ait N \\Writers, the  Award
' North Carolina in jour-

(o(gl'lll’(;’
" Literary nalism AIEITHES

eleven books of poetry, B “*""5 BEES G0 Award, the H.  from the #
most recentlyOctober Parker Hunt  Univer-
Crossing(2009), three books Award, the Appalachian sity of
of short fiction, and five nov-Heritage Award from Shep- North

cil, he has been(19121993), a journalist and
awarded the  poet, who was thdirst
Hanes woman to receive the Alger-
Poetry Prize bynon

the Fellowship Sydney
of Southern  Sullivan

Morgan has published

els, herd University, the Acad- Caro-
includ- emy Award in Literature lina.
ing from The American Acad- Mrs. Hobson and her family

Gap emy of Arts and Letters, Thehave always treasured deep
Creek Thomas Wolfe Prize and a ties to the university and
(1999), Doctor of Letters community. An
and Degree from his aunt, Miss Lois
Brave alma mater, Univer- Vann Wynn, a 1905
Ene-  sity of North Caro- Chowan graduate,
mies  lina-Chapel Hill. served on the fac-
(2003). ulty from 1905
Inad- Since 1971, Morgar 1908, and for five
dition he is the author of a has taught at Corne generations the
book of essays and inter-  University, where he ¥ family has been

. . AOBERT MORCAN
views on poetryGood Meas- is now Kappa Alpha connected to the
ure (1993). His biography of Professor of Eng- Murfreesboro area.
Daniel Boone, which was  lish. At Cornell he has taught
published in 2007, won the both poetry and fiction writ- The Hobson Prize will be
Kentucky Literary ing, as well as conferred on Monday, April
Award and was a American literature 11, 2011.
finalist for the Lo and modern poetry
Angeles Times . and poetics.
Book Award. His "O ONE revisions, can be found at
next history bookg A Initiated in 1995 by robertmorgan.com.
Lions of Way will NGNS w& the Hobson Family
be published in iy Foundation of San Photo of Robert Morgan by
October 2011. Francisco, the prize Curt Richter.
brings the university
Recipient of fel- community together
lowships from the Guggen- each spring to celebrate the
heim and Rockefeller Foun- accomplishments of an au-
dations, the National Endow-thor of note from the region.
ment for the Arts, and the  The award serves as a memo-
New York State Arts Coun- rial to Mary Frances Hobson

OCTORER
CROSSING

L
NATIONAL WESTSELLER

o

The above bio, with minor
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CHOWAN UNIVERSITY
UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH CONFERENCE

On Tuesday, April 19, 2011, and psychology, the confer- Dr. Sheila Skemp as the key-
the university will host the  ence has grown to involve alhote speaker. Dr. Skemp is
13" Annual Chowan Univer- majors, with students pre- the Clare Leslie Marquette
sity Undergraduate Researclsenting on a broad variety ofProfessor of American His-
Conference (CUURC), wheré¢opics. The conference pro- tory at the University of Mis-
students will present their  vides an opportunity for stu- sissippi. The title of her ad-

Overheard research or creative dents to_pre-q ress i' s AThe Me
work. The daylong A sent their  ficiencies of Biography as a
ASout hwest t ook guentiscesponsored Sigﬂ%] academic Hi storical Form.
6back roomé and %&Fth Dgpar nt of work in a
. fhte i§ciplmaery Stud- formal set- The CUURC is part of the
pay.o ies and the North Caro- ting and Chowan Academic Forum,
5 Danny Moore lina Phi Chapter of the Alphainteract with and examine thevhich is a weelong cele-
Chi Honor Society. work of students in other  bration of the intellectual and
55580668888 - fields. artistic life of the university.

First held in 1998 for stu-

FWe want Moor e, fgntsmajofnginbiology  The conference will feature
Moore. We want| Moore. O

3 Alpha Chi Members FORMER CHOWAN PRESID ENT DIES

(demanding the
release of Moore, who was inthe ~ Dr. Jerry Francis Jackson, status and significant prop-
Sout hwest fback rwhosevedeChowan dniver-erty was acquired to house
sity as its twentieth presidenthe Jenkins Center and now
000606060803803080 - from 1989 to 1995, passed Reed Hal | . o
away on Saturday, April 2. . e
We lost one of GgheZ €hlowahe fFarm? | ya aosua méss |
with the Jacksons. We are marked by the transformation.
indeed grateful for his past of Chowan from a junior to

ot

6 Danny Moore to Southwest

Chowan returned to fotyear Hall.

Employee |l eader shi p, 0 serorallede arw Wwepor- ;
. University President Dr. chase of the public school i
At you Tost a tickiWhite of Dr.4cksdhY Srdperty now known as The R
purchase another sgm¢ oUgh his JerkiasdCentesamd Reed \

& Southwest Employee to

S

\
s CHOWANXO
UNIVERSITY

Faith in your future

ot
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University of Mississippi

Sponsored by Alpha Chi & The Department of Interdisciplinary Studies
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CHOWAN MAKES GAINS

AExcl udi ng t houality and prggnarm expan-e
schools, like Duke and Wakesion like with the founding of
Forest and others, nobody inthe new School of Graduate
the state gave bigger percenstudies offering a Chowan
age raises last year, and we University Masters Degree,
At the 2011 annual meeting "OW have one of the highestand in Athletics with three

of the thirtysix Presidents of instructor pay rates in the  championships now under the

A the North Carolina IndependS t @t e as wel IH ?bwllk éds ”b te) |” t in t
i i softball and volleyball.

okt o Eoor: 1o mopte Presidrt Wit e ra -
Chowan University showed is |mp_ortant in the local geo-A We ar e emer gin
an impressive rise in the graphic area to get p_e_ople toof much i mport a
ranks. stay t_hrough cc_)mpetmve concluded proudly.

salaries that will lend a loy-

AChowan is n odltyiQthednstiutiop aasMV@LRecently, the National Sur-
ing down at the bottom of ~ as the community. vey of Student Engagement

; ; R : released its official annual
tChhovE\)/aln ;;reslidéntSDtr Scﬁris(,)ﬁ ne I of noeudr grepart far 20iGairswhibhe e n t o

Whi t e Awe h ar@i? S gei tQ attragt Ecultgzhowan University also saw
tough mové out of the botton?Nd St& in the competitive proof of its progress.

. ducation field, o White
to now hold a place in the € ~ : i ) :
middle third in almost every S tated. AThi sInsuivaying firgtyegrstu-r ai s e

) ? the standard of livin dents, Chowan saw a rise in
ca:e%o\rz tmﬁasuireg, mzlur(]jl?égr?ugh ”é tnetChoé’%an comthe Level Qf Academic Chal-
9 un iH} y. o lenge, Active and Collabora-
From one of the smaller : tive Learning, Supportive
schools only a few years agoAsso_ua_te Provost Dr. Larry Campys Envwonr_nent and
Chowan University, now _Fra2|er is prouq of t_he resil- Enr.|ch|ng Educational Ex-
with approximately 1,200 iency pf the university that heperiences.
students, has grown more has witnessed from the_down
than 32 percentn the last days when he be_gan with lown that same survey reporp,
five years, the second highes%nm"mem' cuts in faculty Qhowan Ur_uve.rsn_y, a Chris-
percentage growth in all of and staff, and cuts in their tian-based institution, saw 27

The story below, which was
written byJosh Barker, ap-
peared in th&®oanoke
Chowan Newserald.

g
n

m

: . salaries and benefits. percent of first year students
:?edli\tlio;[hlcie\rgllr;? Sr;:rhcl)IOIS i frequently engage in spiritu-
aditional student enrol- - g Now | am wi t allyeesharicinggctivitiesssuch

ment. growth of Chowan Universityas worship, meditation or

: : L T enrollment over 1,200, im- prayer, like the Campus Bible
;I;Ziggglfr:sllgig,”r?;gagéo prqved infrastructure, addi- Studies and Prayer_ in the .
seen amazing improvementst lons to 1 ac uFPaltNK.)AI_scatnymemméyf , O
in facilities with a recent $12F razier sal d . arefséhioms, 7hpler_o_entg)f t he
million in renovations across Way: in the good and the _ students_have p_art|C|pated in
the campus at littkeo-no !ean, | have seen people Wlllcommunlty_serwce or volun-
debt incurred, and in faculty ing to do whatever needs to teer work, IlkeAthrough. _
pay over the I,ast couple of be dond people who WOI‘.k Cho wanods mission
years hard and who do everything club organizations.

' they can to meet the needs of
iwe have madet me d5tathfhan tcs . WBrough the NSSE report, 75
improvement in our faculty . percent of firstyear st_udents
salaries, like we have for OurChowan also boosted its reported a favorable image of

facilities. o rgngirﬂgain le]opstotger Chowan and were satisfied
’ categories such as academic

(Continued on pag8)
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CHOWAN MAKES GAINS

(Continued from pagé) Chowan has a substantial Chowan community already
with their overall educationalcommitment to their aca-  knew: Chowan University is
experience, while 79 percentdemic success, and even 56growing and improving at an
of seniors would choose percent felt welsupported unprecedented rate, with the
Chowan again if they could by Chowan regarding their whole campu$ faculty, staff

start their college careers  social needs. and s t-satistactianstd

over again. Also, 78 percent an alttime high. Aoril

of first-year students feel thatll these reports and meet- p

ings go to show what the IS

ALPHA CHI TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARD bl 7]
Alcohol T ‘ -i*

The finalists for the 2011Al- recipient of the Alpha Chi fA\;vstrEness 3

pha Chi Teacher of the YearTeacher of the Year Award. ¢ Michael Steczak (1998, \ ";7'

Award are: The award is based on: 2002) B

e Patsy Taylor (2002,
e Jill Awuni, Instructor in e  superior grasp of subject ~ 2006)Frederick Mercilli-

Religion and Business matter, ott (2003)

o Jennifer Place, Assistante  outstanding presentatione  Greg Taylor (2008)
Professor of Psychology skills, e John Dilustro (2009)

e Fred Mercilliott, Profes- e  help outside the class- « Bert Wyatt (2010)
sor of Criminal Justice room,

e Greg Taylor, Assistant e advising, and The 2011 recipient will be
Professor of History e extracurricular involve- announced during the

e Jim Truesdell, Instructor ment Awards Day Convocation on
in Mathematics Wednesday, April 20.

Past recipients of the award
The student body chooses thaclude:

FACULTY OPENINGS

Psychology Religion Criminal Justice CHOWAN UNIVERSITY,

Chowan University invites The Department of Religion Chowan University invites
applications for a tenure and Philosophy at Chowan applications for a tenure
track position at the rank of University invites applica-  track position in criminal
assistant professor of psy- tions for a tenurdérack posi- justice at the rank of assistant
chology to begin August tion at the assistant professoprofessor to begin August
2011. The successful candi- level beginning August 20112011. The successful candi-
date will teach courses to  Area of specialization: Theoldate will teach courses in
include statistics, research ogy or New Testament with ariminal justice, criminal
methods, physiological psy- preferred secondary area of investigation, criminology,
chology, and cognitive psy- specialization in New Testa- and research methods. Abil-
chology. An earned Ph.D. in ment/Theology/Ethics. ity to teach introductory
behavioral, experimental or Teaching duties include courses in sociology is a plus.
related area of psychology. freshmarlevel Bible survey An earned Ph.D. in criminal

as well as uppeevel justice or closelyrelated field

courses. Ph.D. in religion is required.

required.
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THE DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGE AND
LITERATURE PRESENTS

"THK
WRITING
CENTER

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY, 9-5

WITH SOME FRIDAY APPOINTMENTS

CAMP HAILIL 110

THE WRITING CENTER IS OPEN TO ALL STUDENTS

IN ANY COURSE

PILEASE BRING
A COPY OF YOUR PAPER

YOUR ASSIGNMENT SHEET

MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT WITH DR. DOWER VIA
GRADESFIRST
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FAQ FOR 2011 GRADUATION CANDIDATES

How can | be sure | will
graduate? How will my
name be spelled on my di-
ploma?

What happens if it rains?

The College administration
will make a final decision

Please check the candidatesabout the location of gradua-nho Air Jordan, etc. Dresses
tion exercises 36 hours aheaare suggested for women;

listing posted at \\Col-
umns_compaq\SY S5\Studernf time, based on current

Shared\Commencement  weather predictions. If the
2011. If your name is not
listed, or any information is Helms Center, the morning
incorrect, please contact Sueractice and final lineip will

ceremonies are moved to theleemed inappropriate, (s)he

What is proper attire other
than the cap and gown?

All candidates should wear

dress shoek no flip-flops,

white shirt and tie for men.
I f a candi

may be pulled from the
lineup.

Rose or Donna Woodard in be moved there as well. Any

t he
ately. Candidates are resporthe Chowan University web
sible for checking to deter- page as well as by email to
mine that they have indeed candidates.

met all graduation require-

ments and that all informa- How many tickets will |

tion is correct. get? Where will | get

If your graduation depends them? What if | want to

on your grades this semestehring more family/guests?
it is your responsibility to

Regi st r ardangewvil beiamneundecromthehiwil we rehearse?

There will be two rehearsals
this year: the first at 2:30 PM
on Reading Day, 4/29/11, in
Tyler Auditorium and the
second at 8:00 AM on the
morning of graduation at the
front of Columns. Please
bring a pen or pencil to the

check with t hTherdRaeeqo tekets requitedTyler Auditorium practice.
office on Friday afternoon, to attend Commencement thisttendance at both rehearsals
5/5, to make sure you will  year. There will be enough is mandatory.Anyone not
graduate the following day. chairs in the main areato presentand on timefor the
accommodate 10 guests persecond rehearsal will not be
graduating senior. Your expected to participate in the
guests should feel free to  Graduation ExercisesFinal
bring other seating if they line-up for the processional
e 8:00- Last Rehearsal in wish to sit outside the main will be at 9:30 AM in front of

front of Columng cas- area, or if you wish to invite the Columns Building.

ual clothes more than 10 guests.
e 9:30- Final Line-up in

front of Columng in printed?

cap and gown Where do | get my cap and
e 10:00- Graduation Exer-gown?

cises Begin

What is the Graduation
Day Schedule?

Where can | get invitations

You can make arrangements
with the Graphic Communi-
Please pick up your caps an@ations Department to print
gowns from the Campus  your invitations, or you can
Bookstore, early enough so have them printed privately.
that the regalia can be aired

Graduation Exercises will be@nd lightly pressed as you What about meals on

held on the Campus Green desire. During the exercisesGraduation Day?

(Squirrel Park), weather per_the tassels are to be worn on

mitting, with final lineup at the left front block. All tas- The cafeteria will not be open
9:30 AM in frontofthe Col- Sel s f or t he d&maduasiondayd €andl-e gr e e
umns Building. In case of should be black. Gentlemendates, their families and

inclement weather, gradua- will remove their caps for  guests must make their own

tion will be held in the HelmsPrayers and the Alma Mater.arrangements for meals.

Center. (Continued on pagg4)

Where will Graduation be
held?




CHOWAN UNIVERSITY,

The Story of
Louisa May ArcorT
and

HER FATHER

)
¢ —
—
2 M
JOHN MATTESON
s d i :

The next reading for the
Book Lovers Club ig€den's
Outcasts : The Story of
Louisa May Alcott and Her
Fatherby John Matteson.
The club will meet on
Thursday, April 28 at 5:30

ThisWeek in Academic Affairs Pages8

Perspectives

The Perspectivesthemefor2020 11 i s fASoar . 0 Perspectives
films, concerts, plays, athletic contests, and exhibits to engage you, allowing you to soar to
new heights intellectually, culturally, socially, and spiritually.

Wednesday@11:00 a.m.

April 13 CHAMPS
April 20 Awards Day Convocation
Other Perspectives
April 11 Hobson Lecture
April 15-17 Spring Drama Production
April 18 Talking About A Revolution Interdisciplinary Symposium
April 18 Choral Showcase
April 19 Chowan University Undergraduate Conference
iAWhatever is true, whatever i s nob-kveris wha't

lovely, whatever is admirablé if anything is excellent or praiseworthyd think about
such things. o
0 Philippians 4:8

history major,n 1. abreed of student known

for his or her wit, coolness, and brains. 2. Conan
O’Brien, Jimmy Buffett, Franklin D. Roosevelt. 3. an
award-winning Chowan student.

MAKE THE COOL CHOICE ...

MAJOR IN HISTORY
AT CHOWAN UNIVERSITY

One University Place, Murfreesboro, NC 27855
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CHOWAN

U N T V E R S

as the winner of the

2011 MARY FRANCES HoBsoN Prize

FOR DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVEMENT

IN ARTS AND LETTERS

Monday, April 11, 2011

Dialog with Students

2 pM « Turner Auditorium

Dinner & Conferral of Hobson Prize
6 M « Chowan Room

Hobson Lecture
7:30 pm « Turner Auditorium

For more information about the Hobson Event
and reservations, call 1.252.398.6211.

Photo of Robert Morgan by Randi Anglin.



Hobson Prize Recipients

2010 Lee Smith

2009 Darnell Arnoult
2008 Judy Goldman
2007 Josephine Humphreys
2006 Michael Parker
2005 Shelia P. Moses
2004 Chuck Sullivan
2003 Sheri Reynolds
2002 Padgett Powell
2001 Allan Gurganus
2000 Amy Hempel
1999 G.D. Gearino
1998 Randall Kenan
1997 Jill McCorkle
1996 Mark Richard
1995 Kaye Gibbons

ThisWeek in Academic Affairs PagelO

PRAI SE FOR ROBERTBOMNERGANOG S
A . . . Not obnmilliagt findl el&ter, D a movelistpoets wrote biog-

Boone come vividly alive unique among Boone biography. Robert Morgan has

in these pages but also higaphies, reveals the impacgiven us the man himself,

wilderness landscapeando f t he f r o n tso mucls moeennterestinge g -

historical era . . . Robert end on the American liter-and impressive than all the

Morgan has long been onary canon . ... Thisisthemy t hs about him

of Amer i c a6 sbedtd alltpossiblect i on

writers and poetdBooneis Boones . 0 0 Richard Bausch, author

a striking confirmation that of Wives and Lovers

he is now one of our best & Michael Kammen, for-

bi ographer s amerwesiddntoftheOriBoone comes fu
ganization of Americani n [t hese] page

8 Ron Rash, author of Historians objectivity gives us a com-

Saints at the River pletely realize
AA narrative tour do force
ARobert Mor g.a.infosmedby serious 0 Publishers Weekly

count makes it clear why scholarship and propelled
every generation has beerby superb storytelling, AiA beautifully
abletodrawitsownles- Mor gan s b o odgraphyopAmerican scout
sons fr om B oteerheard of anrAmerican Daniel Boone as a frontier
markable life. Lord knowsor i gi nal . 0 Moses, leading his people
there are some lessons in it over the western moun-
for our own & DanedBlake Smith, tains to the rich promised
author of the screenplays lands of Kentucky . . .
0 John Shelton Reed, aufrail of TearsandBlack St rongl y r ecomm
thor of Minding the Southindians
0 Library Journal starred

AThi s i s -auntii WoeBooneiga pkeas- review
of thereal Boone . . . . Theure. | wish more firstate

OTHERS ON ROBERT MORGAN

AComi ng Out Gale BRereatdm ok 20. Kooser.Prairie Schooner
Calvinism: Religious Mo- pp. 257289. Summer 1989. pp. 126
tifs in Robert Morganés 129
Poetry. 0 SHeo-hlssueldevotay to Robert
andoah Fall 1992. Morgan oflron Mountain i Pi eces of t he
Review 1990. Chapter Morgenland: The Recent
fiRobert Mdir gdevotedit®Rblert MorganACh'e"ements in Robert
Roger E. Jone€ontem- in Looking for Native rganos Poetry
Llotta Southern Literary
porary Authors DLB. Ground: Contemporary Journal Spring 1990. pp.
Gale Research. Vol. 120. Appalachian PoetryRita 1.9
1992. pp. 21219. Sims Quillen. Appalachian
Consortium Press. 1989.
AiRobert Mdir gm.rb062.9 4 4
Contemporary Authors:
Autobiography Series AAt the Edge of the Or -
chard Country. o Ted
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A push from Oprah's Club sets Robert Morgan'sGap Creek
sailing by Franklin Crawford

The story and photo be- body in South Carolina  a 1991 graduate of Cor- LEEIRANGE ATIRACTOR
low appeared in the who had a book club, and hell's MFA writing pro- oo
January 17, 2000, edition said I'd consider it, if and gram.
of the Cornell Chronicle when | was in her area. |
asked where her book clutMorgan is the author of 10
So far, the 21st century hawas, and she said books of poetry, three col-
been very goodto Robert 6 Chi cago, 6 alectibnstofrskeort stdriesk n e w
Morgan, awriterwhose it was Opr a handihrae havalsyincluding
novels often inhabitlives Mor gan s ai d.Gap CreekHe hat wdne r
and landscapes of an 6 My God, b uttheyames B. Hagess Poetry
Americarareandoldasamad e my day .Rize, the North Carolina
stand of virgin timber. Award in Literature and
That night, Morgan, 55, the Jacaranda Review Fic-
Ten days into the year  kept to his farmer's hours, tion Prize. His short stories
2000, Cornell's Kappa in bed by 10 p.m. and up dtave appeared Bpoch
Alpha Professor of English6 a.m. to write. Prize Stories: The O.
got a call at home from a Henry AwardsandNew
woman who didn't an- f di dn't b rStosds frentthe Badithle 0 h e
nounce herself and, Mor- said of his Spartan or also has received fellow-
gan said, fi r Galyitist-- respoasy to theships from the Guggen-
started telling me about ne ws . AThe wheimFandatibnianddNa-
how much she liked my has been amazingly calm tional Endowment for the
book. o for me. Maybe it's my Arts.
age. o
The bookGap Creekhad Oprah's Book Club de-
recently gone into a sec- It was not so calm at Al- buted in 1996 and since
ond printing, and Morgan gonquin publishers, wherethat time has helped
was savoring the fine re- the imprimatur of Oprah's launch 28 best sellers, rohert
views it had garnered. TheBook Club meant a rush boosted sales of more than
paperback of his previous order of at least 600,000 20 million books and made
book, The Truest Pleasurecopies ofGap CreekAl-  a few otherwise obscure e
had gone into a second gonquin's parent companyauthors very comfortable. -
printing, and his noverhe Workman Publishing Co. o
Hinterlandswas just aboutof New York, ishandling i The Opr ah pheno
sold out as well. the additional press runs. is one of the most unex- mfﬁ

pected things to happen in
Al was very GapQ@reekand itSaatieol ipublishing in recent R@C
wonderful, Morgan said. are featuredontoday's year s, 0 said Morgan.
Then it was like all heaven(Feb. 17) Oprah Winfrey iHer e we have tel evi

broke loose. Show, broadcast in the  which was supposed to
Ithaca area at 4 p.m. on have destroyed reading to

The anonymous caller  channels 9 and 12. a great extent, being used

praised Morgan's storytel- by Oprah to promote read-

ling, asking specific ques- It was the second time in ing -- no one could have

tions abouGap Creelkand three months that a Cornepredicted that. She per-

finally wondered aloud if -affiliated work was se-  suades a vast audience that

Morgan would be avail- lected for Oprah's Book she really likes a book and

able to speak at her book Club. Last fall, Manette that if she liked it that

club. Ansay'sVinegar Hillwas much, they will like it
chosen and featured in  too."

il thought tReopemagezise. Asayrie - (Continued on pagt?)



Dear Dy. Moore,

I am delighted fo be chosen as the
2011 recipient of the Mary Frances
Hobson Prize. This is a special
honor, and I look forward fo my
visit to Chowan University on April
11, 2011 to deliver the Mary
Frances Hobson Lecture. It will be
a pleasure to meet fo meet with
students and faculty there.

Sincerely,

Robert R. Morgan
Kappa Alpha Professor of English

Good
Measure

wasays,
Interviews,
and

netes

peeiry
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A push from Oprah's Club sets Robert Morgan'sGap Creek
sailing by Franklin Crawford

(Continued from pag1) career as neither poet nor
prose writer. He is the son
Since receiving her bless- of poor but landed dirt
ing, Gap Creekhas been farmers, who were devout |
on Amazon.com's best  fundamentalists, avid read
seller list. ers and spirited storytell-
ers. Morgan would have
Although he's certainly  done them proud if he be- =
excited, Morgan is still in came a preacher or an en
the same tax bracket he gineer. The Good Book
occupied prior to Oprah's yielded to the math book
call. No doubt that's aboutand in the spirit of the
to change. And yet, the  Space Age, Morgan envi-
ecstasy of arrival is tem- sioned a career in aero-
pered by a mature author'space. He left high school
sense of himself. at 16, without a diploma.
Nonetheless, high SAT
Al f this ha dscdiea gophenmireodEmory
when | was 30, | might  University at Oxford, Ga.
think it would change my The campus proved too

Professor Robert Mor-
gan's novelGap Creek
has been widely touted,
including by Oprah's
Book Club.Matthew

| ifestyle, o posincialdof theintelfed u foNFeUTUNVErsT

know who | am: | write  tually restless Morgan, and hotography

and | teach. That's what | he transferred to North
do, and that's what | will Carolina State at Chapel Morgan later received an
continue t o HiloStibkeenonmath  MFA from North Carolina
and engineering, he also in Greensboro. He started
Since the call, Morgan's was attracted by N.C. out writing short stories,
plate is full and piling up. State's percolating literarybut fell in love with po-
He's scheduled for a batcHife. When a glitch in the etry. He came to Cornell in
of interviews with national system kept him out of a 1971, originally hired to
media, a few guest read- class in differential equa- teach poetry. From 1970 to
ings and is teaching two tions, Morgan substituted 4980, he didn't write any
classes this semester.  creative writing class with fiction. In the summer of
Guy Owen. That switch 1984, Morgan wrote a
Last month, Morgan altered the course of his short story every week
joined Oprah's film crew life. Owen came in class until the form made sense.
on site in North Carolina one day with a story Mor- He deliberately avoided a
Appalachian hill country, gan had written and said, poetical approach to lan-

whereGap Creeks set. A A When | readgudgdhi s story, I
native of the North Caro- we pt . 0
lina mountains, Morgan il told myself

was raised on land settledi None of my guoiagttowrite gagies like a
by his Welsh ancestors. ers had ever said anythingpoet. | wanted to write
The crew visited Morgan'sl i ke t hat , 0 skboes gith dynamic fern- e s
birthplace near Cicero in the Contemporary Au- sion and conflict, with a
Mountain and the Green thors Autobiography Se- lean style that kept the
River Valley, the primal ries. A Fr om t h aetderrfoocuses prtthe story
source of much of his on, | was hopelessly itself, not the
work. hooked and addicted to  he said.

writing.o
Morgan began his college (Continued on pag#3)
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A push from Oprah's Club sets Robert Morgan'sGap Creek
sailing by Franklin Crawford

prose, Morgan has repeat-of Ginny out his head so

edly chosen the voice of ahe could "hear" Julie

I n 1987, hi sfenwmle protagonistNi g HHarmon, he said.

Thoughtsodo was published

in Epochwith encourage- In Gap CreekMorgan AHers is a very

ment from his Cornell col- writes from the perspectivalown voice, she speaks in

leagues Lamar Herrin andof Julie Harmon, a differ- si mpl e sentences

Michael Koch. In 1988, a ent creation entirely from Mor gan. fiOnce |

collection of Morgan's the articulate, lyrical voice voice, the rest of the story

stories called’he Blue of Ginny inThe Truest went pretty

Valleyswas published by PleasureMorgan's 1995

Peachtree Publishers to novel. Morgan say&ap  And then one afternoon in

good reviews. Creekwas written in just the year 2000, he got a
four months. But it took  phone call from Oprah.

Throughout his return to four years to get the voice

(Continued from pag#&?)
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Southern Quarterlyfeatures Robert Morgan in special
iIssueby Daniel Aloi

The story below ap- and
peared in the August 3,
2010 edition of theCor-

nell Chronicle Online

M. F. A. 0697, réechivedban Academy,
professor of English RogeAward in Literature from
Gilbert, who analyzes the the American Academy of
ficompl e ment aArtyangpleters in 20070
of Morgan and the late

The spring 2010 issue of A.R. Ammons, a fellow The Southern Quarterly is

the Southern Quarterly  Cornell an interdisci-
honors the work of re- faculty plinary jour-
nowned writer and Kappa member nal of South-
Alpha Professor of Englishand North = The Sausthem Quarerty €N culture
Robert Morgan. The spe- Carolina # w.mw @andthe arts
cial issue (Vol. 47, No. 3) native. in the South,
features 12 new poems by published
Morgan, an excerpt from Morgan independ-
his novelin-progress, has taught ently since
AAppal achi anatQornali 1962 at the
critical essays celebrating since University of
his work. 1971. He Southern
published Mississippi.
Jesse Gr aveshisfirM. Writers fea-
edited the issue and writessolume of e tured in pre-
in his introduction: poetry [ \/IOUS special
Al Mor gan] hamorebhanc o me not issues of SQ

only one of the most cele- 40 years ago. Since then, have included Eudora

brated writers from the  he has published numeroud/elty, Tennessee Wil-

Appalachian region, but hepoetry collections; eight liams, Walker Percy, Rich-

must now be considered works of fiction, including ard Wright, Harry Crews,

among the foremost of  the Oprah Book Club se- Zora Neale Hurston and

Ameri can wr iltecatsi.dn i Ga pCotnaceMeRatthy. a
volume of essays and in-

Contributors to the issue terviews; and a biography

also include Jake York, of Daniel Boone. Morgan

s tSputherp Q@ugrterly

eoThBai @Rush
gothenHeriz
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The Balm
of Gilead Tree

ROBERT MORGAN

North Carolina Lit-
erary Hall of Fame
2010.

R. Hunt Parker
Award, North Caro-
lina Literary and
Historical Associa-
tion, November
2007.

Academy Award in
Literature, American
Academy of Arts
and Letters, May
2007.

Honorary Doctor of
Letters, University
of North Carolina
Chapel Hill, 2006.

Gap Creekeceived
the Southern Book
Critics Circle Award

ThisWeek in Academic Affairs

Book of the Year for
2000.

The Truest Pleasure
was selected as a
New York Times
Notable BookThe
Truest Pleasurevas
first runnerup for
The Southern Book
Critics Circle
Award. The Truest
Pleasurewas listed
by Publishers
Weeklyas one of the

outstanding books of

1995.

Fellow, Cornell So-
ciety for the Hu-
manities, Fall 1992.

North Carolina
Award in Literature,
1991.

Pagel4

ROBERT MORGANAJSANG RWBARDS

gio Conference Cen-
ter, 1989.

Greensboro Review
Amon Liner Poetry
Prize, 1989.

Jacaranda Review
Fiction Prize, 1988.
Guggenheim Fel-
lowship, 198889.

Hawthornden Fel-
low in Poetry, Inter-
national Writers
Retreat, Haw-
thornden Castle,
Scotland, 1986.

New York Founda-
tion for the Arts
Fellowship, 1986.

Eunice Tietjens
Prize,Poetry, 1979.

for 2000, and was
selected as a Notable
Book byThe New
York Timeslt was

an Oprah Book Club
selection for January
2000, and &New .
York TimeBestsel-

ler. The Association

of Appalachian

Writers named it

James G. Hanes .
Poetry Prize Fellow-
ship of Southern
Writers, 1991. .

Southern Poetry
Review Prize, 1975.

Robeet Morga

National Endow-
ment for the Arts
Fellowships, 1968,
1974, 1982, 1987.

The Blue Valleys
nominated for First
Fiction Award,
American Academy
of Arts and Letters.
Fellowship at Bella-

REVIEWS OF GAP CREEK

d Kirkus Reviews Review

fMorgan is among the relapeople, entirely free of
tively few American writ- condescension, Morgan
ers who write about work offers a gliding, unhurried @ Mor gan i s a wr
knowledgeably, and as if itstory of sufferings and perfect emotional pitch,
real l y mat t ehopethatissimpleand knowing how to keep the
tagged, but never seems sorrow and job of his char-
& The New York Timesalien. This couple"relent-act er s on a
Book Review less misfortunes are given
no more drama than they 98 Ithaca Times Review

hum

AAn i deal e xmeedpahdall thefcompas-
regional talsi:orf rtehee yo fd edd eorcvad . 0
color,d respectful of his
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ROBERT MORGANKATIONS B L

October Crossing. Wesleyan University
Broadstone Books. 2009 Wild Peavines: New Po- Press. 1987

ems Gnomon Press.
Boone: A Biography. 1996 Bronze Agelron Moun-

Algonquin Books of tain Press. 1981 ‘ OPSOI)

Chapel Hill. 2007 The Truest Pleasure

Algonquin Books. 1995  Groundwork Gnomon ROO\OQ

The Strange Attractor: Press. 1979
New and Selected Po- The HinterlandsAlgon-
ems.LSU Press. 2004 quin Books. 1994 Trunk & Thicket
L6OEpervier Pre
Brave EnemiesAlgon- Good Measure: Essays
quin Books of Chapel and Interviews on Po- Land Diving LSU Press.
Hill. 2003 etry. Louisiana State 1976
University Press. 1993 aamEE RERYaw
This Rock Algonquin Red Owl W.W. Norton.
Books of Chapel Hill. The Mountai n®72Won o't
2001 Remember Udeachtree
Publishers, Ltd. 1992 The Voice in the Cross-
Topsoil Road: Poems hairs. Angelfish Press.
LSU Press. 2000 Green River. New and 1971
Selected Poems
The Balm of Gilead Tree  Wesleyan University Zirconia PoemsLilla-
and Other StoriesGno- Press. 1991 bulero Press. 1969

mon Press. 1999
Sigodlin Wesleyan Uni-

Gap CreekAlgonquin versity Press. 1990
Books of Chapel Hill. The Blue Valleys: Sto-
1999. ries. Peachtree Publish-

ers, Ltd. 1989
The Hinterlandspaper-
back. Blair Publishers. At the Edge of the Or-
1999 chard Country

The Oxford Companion to Twentiethentury Poetry in
Englishdescri bes Robert Morgano

iBot h des cr ilpedratevestlicon af sud- simple, physical experi-
musicall vy, Meckntatten Mosgamisoableence untethered to abstrac-
etry is wonderfully tactile; to move effortlessly when tions. It is perhaps not sur-
his writing has the conso- he wants to from particulawprising, then, that he has
nantal roughness and denevents and objects to the recently turned increas-
sity of Hopkins, a quality universals they embody. ingly to the short story as a
which makes it seemto  The real strength and medium, while continuing
partake of the natural tex- originality of his work, to produce his concrete,
tures it evokes. His poemshowever, comes from his strongly crafted poems as
form an extended portrait refusal to universalize toowe | | . 0

of the region in which he quickly or too often; from

grew up, its ways of life, his insistence on the value

its dedication to labour anaf story-telling for its own

the earth. Despite this de- sake, and on the virtues of
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ROBERT MORGAN ON APPALACHIA

ALooki ng at adwhland, Avithghail fami- intense spiritual lives,

chian communities in the lies around them, with a whether Baptist or Pente-

past, visitors often saw  cold poplar spring nearby, costal Holiness or some

only poverty and back-  and inspired by their devoindependent sect. The lives

wardness. The mountain tional life. We cannot un- of my ancestors were

people did not view them- derstand the Appalachian largely defined by their

selves that way. In fact, lives of the pastunlesswewor k and t heir

y = they often felt rich on theirknow something of their

R O5 SR HOBSON PRIZE BIBLIOGRAPHY
MO®RGAN

iSar ah Bonn etionfdr Blabsorc Advard  Take a look at it abttp:/
piled a pretty impressive r eci pi ent s . olibguides.chowanedu/
web resource that provides

bibliographical informa- o William Bradley

To be published in Fall 2011.
HOBSON COURSE

The Hobson Course, Students read the works op.m.), dinner with Robert
ENGL 465, is a oneredit Robert MorganGap Morgan (6:00 p.m.) and
hour course and open to allreek Topsoil Roadand attendance at the Hobson
students who have com- essays). The final class Lecture, given by Robert
pleted ENGL 101 with a Csession is Monday, April  Morgan (7:30 p.m.). Fol-
or higher and counts to- 11, and includes three lowing the lecture, Robert
ward the general educatioevents: A dialogue with  Morgan will sign books.
humanities requirement. Robert Morgan (2:00

THE

BLU EqVal.LEY S

To be published in Fall 2011.

Poems by Robert Morgan ROBERT MORGAN
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THANK YOU FOR VOTING!

2010-2011
T