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ROBERT MORGAN TO REC EIVE HOBSON PRIZE  

Robert Morgan 

Special Issue 

The Seventeenth Annual 

Mary Frances Hobson 

Lecture and Prize for 

Distinguished Achieve-

ment in Arts and Letters 

recipient is Robert Mor-

gan. 

 

Morgan has published 

eleven books of poetry, 

most recently October 

Crossing (2009), three books 

of short fiction, and five nov-

els, 

includ-

ing 

Gap 

Creek 

(1999), 

and 

Brave 

Ene-

mies 

(2003). 

In ad-

dition he is the author of a 

book of essays and inter-

views on poetry, Good Meas-

ure (1993). His biography of 

Daniel Boone, which was 

published in 2007, won the 

Kentucky Literary 

Award and was a 

finalist for the Los 

Angeles Times 

Book Award. His 

next history book, 

Lions of War, will 

be published in 

October 2011. 

 

Recipient of fel-

lowships from the Guggen-

heim and Rockefeller Foun-

dations, the National Endow-

ment for the Arts, and the 

New York State Arts Coun-

cil, he has been 

awarded the 

Hanes 

Poetry Prize by 

the Fellowship 

of Southern 

Writers, the 

North Carolina 

Literary 

Award, the H. 

Parker Hunt 

Award, the Appalachian 

Heritage Award from Shep-

herd University, the Acad-

emy Award in Literature 

from The American Acad-

emy of Arts and Letters, The 

Thomas Wolfe Prize and a 

Doctor of Letters 

Degree from his 

alma mater, Univer-

sity of North Caro-

lina-Chapel Hill. 

 

Since 1971, Morgan 

has taught at Cornell 

University, where he 

is now Kappa Alpha 

Professor of Eng-

lish. At Cornell he has taught 

both poetry and fiction writ-

ing, as well as 

American literature 

and modern poetry 

and poetics. 

 

Initiated in 1995 by 

the Hobson Family 

Foundation of San 

Francisco, the prize 

brings the university 

com-munity together 

each spring to celebrate the 

accomplishments of an au-

thor of note from the region. 

The award serves as a memo-

rial to Mary Frances Hobson 

(1912-1993), a journalist and 

poet, who was the  first 

woman to receive the Alger-

non 

Sydney 

Sullivan 

Award 

in jour-

nalism 

from the 

Univer-

sity of 

North 

Caro-

lina. 

Mrs. Hobson and her family 

have always treasured deep 

ties to the university and 

community. An 

aunt, Miss Lois 

Vann Wynn, a 1905 

Chowan graduate, 

served on the fac-

ulty from 1905-

1908, and for five 

generations the 

family has been 

connected to the 

Murfreesboro area.  

 

The Hobson Prize will be 

conferred on Monday, April 

11, 2011.  

 

The above bio, with minor 

revisions, can be found at 

robert-morgan.com.  

 

Photo of Robert Morgan by 

Curt Richter.  
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On Tuesday, April 19, 2011,  

the university will host the 

13th Annual Chowan Univer-

sity Undergraduate Research 

Conference (CUURC), where 

students will present their 

research or creative 

work. The day-long 

event is co-sponsored 

by the Department of 

Interdisciplinary Stud-

ies and the North Caro-

lina Phi Chapter of the Alpha 

Chi Honor Society. 

 

First held in 1998 for stu-

dents majoring in biology 

and psychology, the confer-

ence has grown to involve all 

majors, with students pre-

senting on a broad variety of 

topics. The conference pro-

vides an opportunity for stu-

dents to pre-

sent their 

academic 

work in a 

formal set-

ting and 

interact with and examine the 

work of students in other 

fields. 

 

The conference will feature 

Dr. Sheila Skemp as the key-

note speaker. Dr. Skemp is 

the Clare Leslie Marquette 

Professor of American His-

tory at the University of Mis-

sissippi. The title of her ad-

dress is ñThe Merits and De-

ficiencies of Biography as a 

Historical Form.ò 

 

The CUURC is part of the 

Chowan Academic Forum, 

which is a week-long cele-

bration of the intellectual and 

artistic life of the university. 

CHOWAN UNIVERSITY  

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH CONFERENCE 

Dr. Jerry Francis Jackson, 

who served Chowan Univer-

sity as its twentieth president 

from 1989 to 1995, passed 

away on Saturday, April 2. 

ñThe Chowan family mourns 

with the Jacksons. We are 

indeed grateful for his past 

leadership,ò said Chowan 

University President Dr. 

Chris White of Dr. Jackson. 

ñThrough his leadership, 

Chowan returned to four-year 

status and significant prop-

erty was acquired to house 

the Jenkins Center and now 

Reed Hall.ò  

 

Dr. Jacksonôs tenure was 

marked by the transformation 

of Chowan from a junior to 

senior college and by pur-

chase of the public school 

property now known as The 

Jenkins Center and Reed 

Hall. 

FORMER CHOWAN PRESID ENT DIES 

Overheard 

 

ñSouthwest took me in the 

óback roomô and made me 

pay.ò 

 

ðDanny Moore 
 

ðððððððððð- 

 

ñWe want Moore. We want 

Moore. We want Moore.ò 

 

ðAlpha Chi Members 
(demanding the                             

release of Moore, who was in the 

Southwest ñback roomò paying) 

 

ðððððððððð- 

 

ñWe lost one of our 27 tickets.ò  

 

ðDanny Moore to Southwest 

Employee 

 

ñIf you lost a ticket, you must 

purchase another one.ò 

 

ðSouthwest Employee to 

Danny Moore 

 

ñBut you lost a plane!ò 

 

ðDanny Moore to Southwest 

Employee 
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The story below, which was 

written by Josh Barker, ap-

peared in the Roanoke-

Chowan News-Herald.  

At the 2011 annual meeting 

of the thirty-six Presidents of 

the North Carolina Independ-

ent Colleges and Universities 

held at Pinehurst last month, 

Chowan University showed 

an impressive rise in the 

ranks. 

ñChowan is no longer hang-

ing down at the bottom of 

their lists,ò explained 

Chowan President Dr. Chris 

White. ñWe have made the 

tough move out of the bottom 

to now hold a place in the 

middle third in almost every 

category measured, including 

growth in enrollment.ò 

From one of the smaller 

schools only a few years ago, 

Chowan University, now 

with approximately 1,200 

students, has grown more 

than 32 percent  in the last 

five years, the second highest 

percentage growth in all of 

the North Carolina schools in 

traditional student enroll-

ment. 

The university, originally 

founded in 1848, has also 

seen amazing improvements 

in facilities with a recent $12 

million in renovations across 

the campus at little-to-no 

debt incurred, and in faculty 

pay over the last couple of 

years. 

ñWe have made a dramatic 

improvement in our faculty 

salaries, like we have for our 

facilities,ò said White. 

ñExcluding the big private 

schools, like Duke and Wake 

Forest and others, nobody in 

the state gave bigger percent-

age raises last year, and we 

now have one of the highest 

instructor pay rates in the 

state as well.ò 

President White added that it 

is important in the local geo-

graphic area to get people to 

stay through competitive 

salaries that will lend a loy-

alty to the institution as well 

as the community. 

ñOne of our goals has been to 

raise salaries to attract faculty 

and staff in the competitive 

education field,ò White 

stated. ñThis will also raise 

the standard of living 

throughout the Chowan com-

munity.ò 

Associate Provost Dr. Larry 

Frazier is proud of the resil-

iency of the university that he 

has witnessed from the down 

days when he began with low 

enrollment, cuts in faculty 

and staff, and cuts in their 

salaries and benefits. 

ñNow I am witnessing the 

growth of Chowan University 

ï enrollment over 1,200, im-

proved infrastructure, addi-

tions to faculty and staff,ò 

Frazier said. ñBut along the 

way, in the good and the 

lean, I have seen people will-

ing to do whatever needs to 

be done ï people who work 

hard and who do everything 

they can to meet the needs of 

the students.ò 

Chowan also boosted its 

rankings in various other 

categories such as academic 

quality and program expan-

sion like with the founding of 

the new School of Graduate 

Studies offering a Chowan 

University Masters Degree, 

and in Athletics with three 

championships now under the 

Hawkôs belt in the CIAA for 

softball and volleyball. 

ñWe are emerging as a school 

of much importance,ò White 

concluded proudly. 

Recently, the National Sur-

vey of Student Engagement 

released its official annual 

report for 2010 in which 

Chowan University also saw 

proof of its progress. 

In surveying first-year stu-

dents, Chowan saw a rise in 

the Level of Academic Chal-

lenge, Active and Collabora-

tive Learning, Supportive 

Campus Environment and 

Enriching Educational Ex-

periences. 

In that same survey report, 

Chowan University, a Chris-

tian-based institution, saw 27 

percent of first year students 

frequently engage in spiritu-

ally enhancing activities such 

as worship, meditation or 

prayer, like the Campus Bible 

Studies and Prayer in the 

Park. Also, by the time they 

are seniors, 77 percent of 

students have participated in 

community service or volun-

teer work, like through 

Chowanôs mission work and 

club organizations. 

Through the NSSE report, 75 

percent of first-year students 

reported a favorable image of 

Chowan and were satisfied 

(Continued on page 5) 
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CHOWAN MAKES GAINS  
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with their overall educational 

experience, while 79 percent 

of seniors would choose 

Chowan again if they could 

start their college careers 

over again. Also, 78 percent 

of first-year students feel that 

Chowan has a substantial 

commitment to their aca-

demic success, and even 56 

percent felt well-supported 

by Chowan regarding their 

social needs. 

All these reports and meet-

ings go to show what the 

Chowan community already 

knew: Chowan University is 

growing and improving at an 

unprecedented rate, with the 

whole campus ï faculty, staff 

and studentsô- satisfaction at 

an all-time high. 

  

(Continued from page 4) 

CHOWAN MAKES GAINS  

Psychology 

 

Chowan University invites 

applications for a tenure-

track position at the rank of 

assistant professor of psy-

chology to begin August 

2011. The successful candi-

date will teach courses to 

include statistics, research 

methods, physiological psy-

chology, and cognitive psy-

chology. An earned Ph.D. in 

behavioral, experimental or 

related area of psychology.  

 

 

 

Religion 

 

The Department of Religion 

and Philosophy at Chowan 

University invites applica-

tions for a tenure-track posi-

tion at the assistant professor 

level beginning August 2011.  

Area of specialization: Theol-

ogy or New Testament with a 

preferred secondary area of 

specialization in New Testa-

ment/Theology/Ethics.  

Teaching duties include 

freshman-level Bible survey 

as well as upper-level 

courses.  Ph.D. in religion 

required.   

Criminal Justice 

 

Chowan University invites 

applications for a tenure-

track position in criminal 

justice at the rank of assistant 

professor to begin August 

2011. The successful candi-

date will teach courses in 

criminal justice, criminal 

investigation, criminology, 

and research methods. Abil-

ity to teach introductory 

courses in sociology is a plus. 

An earned Ph.D. in criminal 

justice or closely-related field 

is required.  

FACULTY OPENINGS  

The finalists for the 2011Al-

pha Chi Teacher of the Year 

Award are:  

 

Jill Awuni, Instructor in 

Religion and Business 

Jennifer Place, Assistant 

Professor of Psychology 

Fred Mercilliott, Profes-

sor of Criminal Justice 

Greg Taylor, Assistant 

Professor of History 

Jim Truesdell, Instructor 

in Mathematics 

 

The student body chooses the 

recipient of the Alpha Chi 

Teacher of the Year Award. 

The award is based on:  

 

superior grasp of subject 

matter,  

outstanding presentation 

skills,  

help outside the class-

room,  

advising, and  

extracurricular involve-

ment  

 

Past recipients of the award 

include: 

 

Michael Steczak (1998, 

2002) 

Patsy Taylor (2002, 

2006)Frederick Mercilli-

ott (2003) 

Greg Taylor (2008) 

John Dilustro (2009) 

Bert Wyatt (2010) 

 

The 2011 recipient will be 

announced during the 

Awards Day Convocation on 

Wednesday, April 20. 

ALPHA CHI TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARD  

April  

is 
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How can I be sure I will 

graduate?  How will my 

name be spelled on my di-

ploma? 

 

Please check the candidates 

listing posted at \\Col-

umns_compaq\SYS5\Student 

Shared\Commencement 

2011.  If your name is not 

listed, or any information is 

incorrect, please contact Sue 

Rose or Donna Woodard in 

the Registrarôs office immedi-

ately.  Candidates are respon-

sible for checking to deter-

mine that they have indeed 

met all graduation require-

ments and that all informa-

tion is correct. 

If your graduation depends 

on your grades this semester, 

it is your responsibility to 

check with the Registrarôs 

office on Friday afternoon, 

5/5, to make sure you will 

graduate the following day. 

 

What is the Graduation 

Day Schedule? 

 

8:00 - Last Rehearsal in 

front of Columns ï cas-

ual clothes 

9:30 - Final Line-up in 

front of Columns ï in 

cap and gown 

10:00 - Graduation Exer-

cises Begin 

 

Where will Graduation be 

held? 

 

Graduation Exercises will be 

held on the Campus Green 

(Squirrel Park), weather per-

mitting, with final line-up at 

9:30 AM in front of the Col-

umns Building.  In case of 

inclement weather, gradua-

tion will be held in the Helms 

Center. 

 

What happens if it rains? 

 

The College administration 

will make a final decision 

about the location of gradua-

tion exercises 36 hours ahead 

of time, based on current 

weather predictions.  If the 

ceremonies are moved to the 

Helms Center, the morning 

practice and final line-up will 

be moved there as well.  Any 

change will be announced on 

the Chowan University web 

page as well as by email to 

candidates. 

 

How many tickets will I 

get?  Where will I get 

them?  What if I want to 

bring more family/guests? 

 

There are no tickets required 

to attend Commencement this 

year.  There will be enough 

chairs in the main area to 

accommodate 10 guests per 

graduating senior.  Your 

guests should feel free to 

bring other seating if they 

wish to sit outside the main 

area, or if you wish to invite 

more than 10 guests. 

 

 

Where do I get my cap and 

gown?  

 

Please pick up your caps and 

gowns from the Campus 

Bookstore, early enough so 

that the regalia can be aired 

and lightly pressed as you 

desire.  During the exercises 

the tassels are to be worn on 

the left front block.  All tas-

sels for the Bachelorôs degree 

should be black.  Gentlemen 

will remove their caps for 

prayers and the Alma Mater. 

 

What is proper attire other 

than the cap and gown? 

 

All candidates should wear 

dress shoes ï no flip-flops, 

no Air Jordan, etc.  Dresses 

are suggested for women; 

white shirt and tie for men.  

If a candidateôs attire is 

deemed inappropriate, (s)he 

may be pulled from the 

lineup. 

 

When will we rehearse? 

 

There will be two rehearsals 

this year:  the first at 2:30 PM 

on Reading Day, 4/29/11, in 

Tyler Auditorium and the 

second at 8:00 AM on the 

morning of graduation at the 

front of Columns.  Please 

bring a pen or pencil to the 

Tyler Auditorium practice.  

Attendance at both rehearsals 

is mandatory.  Anyone not 

present and on time for the 

second rehearsal will not be 

expected to participate in the 

Graduation Exercises.  Final 

line-up for the processional 

will be at 9:30 AM in front of 

the Columns Building. 

 

Where can I get invitations 

printed?   

 

You can make arrangements 

with the Graphic Communi-

cations Department to print 

your invitations, or you can 

have them printed privately. 

 

What about meals on 

Graduation Day? 

 

The cafeteria will not be open 

on Graduation Day.  Candi-

dates, their families and 

guests must make their own 

arrangements for meals. 

(Continued on page 24) 

FAQ FOR 2011 GRADUATION CANDIDATES  
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The Perspectives theme for 2010-2011 is ñSoar.ò Perspectives will use lectures, sermons, 

films, concerts, plays, athletic contests, and exhibits to engage you, allowing you to soar to 

new heights intellectually, culturally, socially, and spiritually. 

 

Wednesday@11:00 a.m. 

 

April 13  CHAMPS 

April 20  Awards Day Convocation 

 

Other Perspectives 

 

April 11  Hobson Lecture 

April 15-17 Spring Drama Production 

April 18  Talking About A Revolution Interdisciplinary Symposium 

April 18  Choral Showcase 

April 19  Chowan University Undergraduate Conference 

 

ñWhatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, what-ever is 

lovely, whatever is admirableðif anything is excellent or praiseworthyðthink about 

such things.ò  

ð Philippians 4:8 

The next reading for the 

Book Lovers Club is Eden's 

Outcasts : The Story of 

Louisa May Alcott and Her 

Father by John Matteson. 

The club will meet on 

Thursday, April 28 at 5:30 
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Hobson Prize Recipients 

2010 Lee Smith 

2009 Darnell Arnoult 

2008 Judy Goldman 

2007 Josephine Humphreys 

2006 Michael Parker 

2005 Shelia P. Moses 

2004 Chuck Sullivan 

2003 Sheri Reynolds 

2002 Padgett Powell 

2001 Allan Gurganus 

2000 Amy Hempel 

1999 G.D. Gearino 

1998 Randall Kenan 

1997 Jill McCorkle 

1996 Mark Richard 

1995 Kaye Gibbons 

ñ. . . Not only does Daniel 

Boone come vividly alive 

in these pages but also his 

wilderness landscape and 

historical era . . . Robert 

Morgan has long been one 

of Americaós best fiction 

writers and poets; Boone is 

a striking confirmation that 

he is now one of our best 

biographers as well.ò 

 

ðRon Rash, author of 

Saints at the River  

 

ñRobert Morganós ac-

count makes it clear why 

every generation has been 

able to draw its own les-

sons from Booneós re-

markable life. Lord knows 

there are some lessons in it 

for our own time.ò 

 

ðJohn Shelton Reed, au-

thor of Minding the South  

 

ñThis is a riveting ac-count 

of the real Boone . . . . The 

brilliant final chapter, 

unique among Boone biog-

raphies, reveals the impact 

of the frontiersmanós leg-

end on the American liter-

ary canon . . . . This is the 

best of all possible 

Boones.ò 

 

ðMichael Kammen, for-

mer president of the Or-

ganization of American 

Historians 

 

ñA narrative tour do force . 

. . . Informed by serious 

scholarship and propelled 

by superb storytelling, 

Morganós book captures 

the heart of an American 

original.ò 

 

ðDaniel Blake Smith, 

author of the screenplays 

Trail of Tears and Black 

Indians  

 

ñWow. Boone is a pleas-

ure. I wish more first-rate 

novelist-poets wrote biog-

raphy. Robert Morgan has 

given us the man himself, 

so much more interesting 

and impressive than all the 

myths about him.ò 

 

ðRichard Bausch, author 

of Wives and Lovers  

 

ñBoone comes fully alive 

in [these] pages. Morganós 

objectivity gives us a com-

pletely realized man.ò 

 

ðPublishers Weekly  

 

ñA beautifully written bi-

ography of American scout 

Daniel Boone as a frontier 

Moses, leading his people 

over the western moun-

tains to the rich promised 

lands of Kentucky . . . 

Strongly recommended.ò 

 

ðLibrary Journal, starred 

review 

PRAISE FOR ROBERT MORGANôS BOONE  

ñComing Out From Under 

Calvinism: Religious Mo-

tifs in Robert Morganós 

Poetry.ò John Lang. Shen-

andoah. Fall 1992.    

 

ñRobert Morgan 1944-ñ 

Roger E. Jones. Contem-

porary Authors. DLB. 

Gale Research. Vol. 120. 

1992. pp. 213-219.  

 

ñRobert Morgan 1944-ñ 

Contemporary Authors: 

Autobiography Series. 

Gale Research. Vol. 20. 

pp. 257-289.  

 

Issue devoted to Robert 

Morgan of Iron Mountain 

Review. 1990. Chapter 

devoted to Robert Morgan 

in Looking for Native 

Ground: Contemporary 

Appalachian Poetry. Rita 

Sims Quillen. Appalachian 

Consortium Press. 1989. 

pp. 50-62.  

 

ñAt the Edge of the Or-

chard Country.ò Ted 

Kooser. Prairie Schooner. 

Summer 1989. pp. 126-

129.  

 

ñPieces of the 

Morgenland: The Recent 

Achievements in Robert 

Morganós Poetry.ò P.H 

Liotta. Southern Literary 

Journal. Spring 1990. pp. 

1-9.  

OTHERS ON ROBERT MORGAN  
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The story and photo be-

low appeared in the 

January 17, 2000, edition 

of the Cornell Chronicle 

  

So far, the 21st century has 

been very good to Robert 

Morgan, a writer whose 

novels often inhabit lives 

and landscapes of an 

America rare and old as a 

stand of virgin timber. 

  

Ten days into the year 

2000, Cornell's Kappa 

Alpha Professor of English 

got a call at home from a 

woman who didn't an-

nounce herself and, Mor-

gan said, ñright away 

started telling me about 

how much she liked my 

book.ò 

  

The book, Gap Creek, had 

recently gone into a sec-

ond printing, and Morgan 

was savoring the fine re-

views it had garnered. The 

paperback of his previous 

book, The Truest Pleasure, 

had gone into a second 

printing, and his novel The 

Hinterlands was just about 

sold out as well. 

  

ñI was very happy, feeling 

wonderful, Morgan said. 

Then it was like all heaven 

broke loose. 

 

The anonymous caller 

praised Morgan's storytel-

ling, asking specific ques-

tions about Gap Creek and 

finally wondered aloud if 

Morgan would be avail-

able to speak at her book 

club. 

  

ñI thought this was some-

body in South Carolina 

who had a book club, and I 

said I'd consider it, if and 

when I was in her area. I 

asked where her book club 

was, and she said 

óChicago,ô and then I knew 

it was Oprah Winfrey,:ò 

Morgan said. ñI told her 

óMy God, but you just 

made my day.ôò 

  

That night, Morgan, 55, 

kept to his farmer's hours, 

in bed by 10 p.m. and up at 

6 a.m. to write. 

  

ñI didn't break stride,ò he 

said of his Spartan -- or 

Calvinist -- response to the 

news. ñThe whole thing 

has been amazingly calm 

for me. Maybe it's my 

age.ò 

  

It was not so calm at Al-

gonquin publishers, where 

the imprimatur of Oprah's 

Book Club meant a rush 

order of at least 600,000 

copies of Gap Creek. Al-

gonquin's parent company, 

Workman Publishing Co. 

of New York, is handling 

the additional press runs. 

  

Gap Creek and its author 

are featured on today's 

(Feb. 17) Oprah Winfrey 

Show, broadcast in the 

Ithaca area at 4 p.m. on 

channels 9 and 12. 

  

It was the second time in 

three months that a Cornell

-affiliated work was se-

lected for Oprah's Book 

Club. Last fall, Manette 

Ansay's Vinegar Hill was 

chosen and featured in 

People magazine. Ansay is 

a 1991 graduate of Cor-

nell's MFA writing pro-

gram. 

  

Morgan is the author of 10 

books of poetry, three col-

lections of short stories 

and three novels, including 

Gap Creek. He has won 

the James B. Hanes Poetry 

Prize, the North Carolina 

Award in Literature and 

the Jacaranda Review Fic-

tion Prize. His short stories 

have appeared in Epoch, 

Prize Stories: The O. 

Henry Awards and New 

Stories from the South. He 

also has received fellow-

ships from the Guggen-

heim Foundation and Na-

tional Endowment for the 

Arts. 

  

Oprah's Book Club de-

buted in 1996 and since 

that time has helped 

launch 28 best sellers, 

boosted sales of more than 

20 million books and made 

a few otherwise obscure 

authors very comfortable. 

  

ñThe Oprah phenomenon 

is one of the most unex-

pected things to happen in 

publishing in recent 

years,ò said Morgan. 

ñHere we have television, 

which was supposed to 

have destroyed reading to 

a great extent, being used 

by Oprah to promote read-

ing -- no one could have 

predicted that. She per-

suades a vast audience that 

she really likes a book and 

that if she liked it that 

much, they will like it 

too." 

(Continued on page 12) 

A push from Oprah's Club sets Robert Morgan's Gap Creek 

sailing by Franklin Crawford  
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Since receiving her bless-

ing, Gap Creek has been 

on Amazon.com's best-

seller list. 

  

Although he's certainly 

excited, Morgan is still in 

the same tax bracket he 

occupied prior to Oprah's 

call. No doubt that's about 

to change. And yet, the 

ecstasy of arrival is tem-

pered by a mature author's 

sense of himself. 

  

ñIf this had happened 

when I was 30, I might 

think it would change my 

lifestyle,ò he said. ñBut I 

know who I am: I write 

and I teach. That's what I 

do, and that's what I will 

continue to do.ò 

  

Since the call, Morgan's 

plate is full and piling up. 

He's scheduled for a batch 

of interviews with national 

media, a few guest read-

ings and is teaching two 

classes this semester. 

  

Last month, Morgan 

joined Oprah's film crew 

on site in North Carolina 

Appalachian hill country, 

where Gap Creek is set. A 

native of the North Caro-

lina mountains, Morgan 

was raised on land settled 

by his Welsh ancestors. 

The crew visited Morgan's 

birthplace near Cicero 

Mountain and the Green 

River Valley, the primal 

source of much of his 

work. 

  

Morgan began his college 

career as neither poet nor 

prose writer. He is the son 

of poor but landed dirt 

farmers, who were devout 

fundamentalists, avid read-

ers and spirited storytell-

ers. Morgan would have 

done them proud if he be-

came a preacher or an en-

gineer. The Good Book 

yielded to the math book 

and in the spirit of the 

Space Age, Morgan envi-

sioned a career in aero-

space. He left high school 

at 16, without a diploma. 

Nonetheless, high SAT 

scores got him into Emory 

University at Oxford, Ga. 

The campus proved too 

provincial for the intellec-

tually restless Morgan, and 

he transferred to North 

Carolina State at Chapel 

Hill. Still keen on math 

and engineering, he also 

was attracted by N.C. 

State's percolating literary 

life. When a glitch in the 

system kept him out of a 

class in differential equa-

tions, Morgan substituted a 

creative writing class with 

Guy Owen. That switch 

altered the course of his 

life. Owen came in class 

one day with a story Mor-

gan had written and said, 

ñWhen I read this story, I 

wept.ò 

  

ñNone of my math teach-

ers had ever said anything 

like that,ò Morgan writes 

in the Contemporary Au-

thors Autobiography Se-

ries. ñFrom that moment 

on, I was hopelessly 

hooked and addicted to 

writing.ò 

  

  

Morgan later received an 

MFA from North Carolina 

in Greensboro. He started 

out writing short stories, 

but fell in love with po-

etry. He came to Cornell in 

1971, originally hired to 

teach poetry. From 1970 to 

1980, he didn't write any 

fiction. In the summer of 

1984, Morgan wrote a 

short story every week 

until the form made sense. 

He deliberately avoided a 

poetical approach to lan-

guage. 

  

ñI told myself I was not 

going to write stories like a 

poet. I wanted to write 

stories with dynamic ten-

sion and conflict, with a 

lean style that kept the 

reader focused on the story 

itself, not the language,ò 

he said. 

  

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 

A push from Oprah's Club sets Robert Morgan's Gap Creek 

sailing by Franklin Crawford  

Professor Robert Mor-

gan's novel Gap Creek 

has been widely touted, 

including by Oprah's 

Book Club. Matthew 

Fondeur/University 

Photography 
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In 1987, his story ñNight 

Thoughtsò was published 

in Epoch with encourage-

ment from his Cornell col-

leagues Lamar Herrin and 

Michael Koch. In 1988, a 

collection of Morgan's 

stories called The Blue 

Valleys was published by 

Peachtree Publishers to 

good reviews. 

  

Throughout his return to 

prose, Morgan has repeat-

edly chosen the voice of a 

female protagonist. 

  

In Gap Creek, Morgan 

writes from the perspective 

of Julie Harmon, a differ-

ent creation entirely from 

the articulate, lyrical voice 

of Ginny in The Truest 

Pleasure, Morgan's 1995 

novel. Morgan says Gap 

Creek was written in just 

four months. But it took 

four years to get the voice 

of Ginny out his head so 

he could "hear" Julie 

Harmon, he said. 

  

ñHers is a very stripped 

down voice, she speaks in 

simple sentences,ò said 

Morgan. ñOnce I got that 

voice, the rest of the story 

went pretty quickly.ò 

  

And then one afternoon in 

the year 2000, he got a 

phone call from Oprah. 

  

(Continued from page 12) 

A push from Oprah's Club sets Robert Morgan's Gap Creek 

sailing by Franklin Crawford  

The story below ap-

peared in the August 3, 

2010 edition of the Cor-

nell Chronicle Online 

 

The spring 2010 issue of 

the Southern Quarterly 

honors the work of re-

nowned writer and Kappa 

Alpha Professor of English 

Robert Morgan. The spe-

cial issue (Vol. 47, No. 3) 

features 12 new poems by 

Morgan, an excerpt from 

his novel-in-progress, 

ñAppalachian Trail,ò and 

critical essays celebrating 

his work. 

 

Jesse Graves, M.F.A. ó00, 

edited the issue and writes 

in his introduction: 

ñ[Morgan] has become not 

only one of the most cele-

brated writers from the 

Appalachian region, but he 

must now be considered 

among the foremost of 

American writers.ò 

 

Contributors to the issue 

also include Jake York, 

M.F.A. ó97, Ph.D. ó00, and 

professor of English Roger 

Gilbert, who analyzes the 

ñcomplementary poeticsò 

of Morgan and the late 

A.R. Ammons, a fellow 

Cornell 

faculty 

member 

and North 

Carolina 

native. 

 

Morgan 

has taught 

at Cornell 

since 

1971. He 

published 

his first 

volume of 

poetry 

more than 

40 years ago. Since then, 

he has published numerous 

poetry collections; eight 

works of fiction, including 

the Oprah Book Club se-

lection ñGap Creekò; a 

volume of essays and in-

terviews; and a biography 

of Daniel Boone. Morgan 

received an Academy 

Award in Literature from 

the American Academy of 

Arts and Letters in 2007. 

 

The Southern Quarterly is 

an interdisci-

plinary jour-

nal of South-

ern culture 

and the arts 

in the South, 

published 

independ-

ently since 

1962 at the 

University of 

Southern 

Mississippi. 

Writers fea-

tured in pre-

vious special 

issues of SQ 

have included Eudora 

Welty, Tennessee Wil-

liams, Walker Percy, Rich-

ard Wright, Harry Crews, 

Zora Neale Hurston and 

Cormac McCarthy. 

 

 

Southern Quarterly features Robert Morgan in special 

issue by Daniel Aloi 

Essays in the 

Southern Quarterly 

 

The ñRush toward 

the Horizonò: The 

Geography of Land 

and Language in 

Robert Morganôs 

Recent Poetry 

Robert Morganôs 

Alchemy 

The Poetry of Robert 

Morgan: An Appre-

ciation 

Robert Morganôs 

óMockingbirdô in 

Company 

Sea and Mountains, 

Motion and Measure: 

The Complementary 

Poetics of A.R. Am-

mons and Robert 

Morgan 

ñHereôs the Church, 

Hereôs the Steepleò: 

Robert Morgan, 

Philip Larkin, and 

the Emptiness of Sa-

cred Space 

Echoes and Influ-

ences: A Compara-

tive Study of Short 

Fiction by Ernest 

Hemingway and 

Robert Morgan 
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gio Conference Cen-

ter, 1989. 

 

Greensboro Review 

Amon Liner Poetry 

Prize, 1989. 

 

Jacaranda Review 

Fiction Prize, 1988. 

Guggenheim Fel-

lowship, 1988-89. 

 

Hawthornden Fel-

low in Poetry, Inter-

national Writers 

Retreat, Haw-

thornden Castle, 

Scotland, 1986. 

 

New York Founda-

tion for the Arts 

Fellowship, 1986. 

 

Eunice Tietjens 

Prize, Poetry, 1979. 

 

Southern Poetry 

Review Prize, 1975. 

 

National Endow-

ment for the Arts 

Fellowships, 1968, 

1974, 1982, 1987. 

 

 

North Carolina Lit-

erary Hall of Fame 

2010. 

 

R. Hunt Parker 

Award, North Caro-

lina Literary and 

Historical Associa-

tion, November 

2007. 

 

Academy Award in 

Literature, American 

Academy of Arts 

and Letters, May 

2007. 

 

Honorary Doctor of 

Letters, University 

of North Carolina-

Chapel Hill, 2006. 

 

Gap Creek received 

the Southern Book 

Critics Circle Award 

for 2000, and was 

selected as a Notable 

Book by The New 

York Times. It was 

an Oprah Book Club 

selection for January 

2000, and a New 

York Times Bestsel-

ler. The Association 

of Appalachian 

Writers named it 

Book of the Year for 

2000. 

 

The Truest Pleasure 

was selected as a 

New York Times 

Notable Book. The 

Truest Pleasure was 

first runner-up for 

The Southern Book 

Critics Circle 

Award. The Truest 

Pleasure was listed 

by Publishers 

Weekly as one of the 

outstanding books of 

1995. 

 

Fellow, Cornell So-

ciety for the Hu-

manities, Fall 1992. 

 

North Carolina 

Award in Literature, 

1991. 

 

James G. Hanes 

Poetry Prize Fellow-

ship of Southern 

Writers, 1991. 

 

The Blue Valleys 

nominated for First 

Fiction Award, 

American Academy 

of Arts and Letters. 

Fellowship at Bella-

ROBERT MORGANôS GRANTS AND AWARDS 

ñMorgan is among the rela-

tively few American writ-

ers who write about work 

knowledgeably, and as if it 

really matters.ò 

 

ð The New York Times 

Book Review  
 

ñAn ideal example of a 

regional tale: free of ólocal 

color,ô respectful of his 

people, entirely free of 

condescension, Morgan 

offers a gliding, unhurried 

story of sufferings and 

hope that is simple and 

tagged, but never seems 

alien. This couple'' relent-

less misfortunes are given 

no more drama than they 

need, and all the compas-

sion they deserve.ò 

 

ð Kirkus Reviews Review  

  

ñMorgan is a writer with 

perfect emotional pitch, 

knowing how to keep the 

sorrow and job of his char-

acters on a human scale.ò 

 

ð  Ithaca Times Review  

REVIEWS OF GAP CREEK 
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Wesleyan University 

Press. 1987 

 

Bronze Age. Iron Moun-

tain Press. 1981 

 

Groundwork. Gnomon 

Press. 1979 

 

Trunk & Thicket. 

LôEpervier Press. 1978 

 

Land Diving. LSU Press. 

1976 

 

Red Owl. W.W. Norton. 

1972 

 

The Voice in the Cross-

hairs. Angelfish Press. 

1971 

 

Zirconia Poems. Lilla-

bulero Press. 1969 

 

 

 

October Crossing. 

Broadstone Books. 2009 

 

Boone: A Biography. 

Algonquin Books of 

Chapel Hill. 2007 

 

The Strange Attractor: 

New and Selected Po-

ems. LSU Press. 2004 

 

Brave Enemies. Algon-

quin Books of Chapel 

Hill. 2003 

 

This Rock. Algonquin 

Books of Chapel Hill. 

2001 

 

Topsoil Road: Poems. 

LSU Press. 2000 

 

The Balm of Gilead Tree 

and Other Stories. Gno-

mon Press. 1999 

 

Gap Creek. Algonquin 

Books of Chapel Hill. 

1999. 

 

The Hinterlands. paper-

back. Blair Publishers. 

1999 

 

Wild Peavines: New Po-

ems. Gnomon Press. 

1996 

 

The Truest Pleasure. 

Algonquin Books. 1995 

 

The Hinterlands. Algon-

quin Books. 1994 

 

Good Measure: Essays 

and Interviews on Po-

etry. Louisiana State 

University Press. 1993 

 

The Mountains Wonôt 

Remember Us. Peachtree 

Publishers, Ltd. 1992 

 

Green River. New and 

Selected Poems. 

Wesleyan University 

Press. 1991 

 

Sigodlin. Wesleyan Uni-

versity Press. 1990 

The Blue Valleys: Sto-

ries. Peachtree Publish-

ers, Ltd. 1989 

 

At the Edge of the Or-

chard Country. 

ROBERT MORGANôS PUBLICATIONS  

ñBoth descriptively and 

musically, Morganôs po-

etry is wonderfully tactile; 

his writing has the conso-

nantal roughness and den-

sity of Hopkins, a quality 

which makes it seem to 

partake of the natural tex-

tures it evokes. His poems 

form an extended portrait 

of the region in which he 

grew up, its ways of life, 

its dedication to labour and 

the earth. Despite this de-

liberate restriction of sub-

ject-matter, Morgan is able 

to move effortlessly when 

he wants to from particular 

events and objects to the 

universals they embody. 

The real strength and 

originality of his work, 

however, comes from his 

refusal to universalize too 

quickly or too often; from 

his insistence on the value 

of story-telling for its own 

sake, and on the virtues of 

simple, physical experi-

ence untethered to abstrac-

tions. It is perhaps not sur-

prising, then, that he has 

recently turned increas-

ingly to the short story as a 

medium, while continuing 

to produce his concrete, 

strongly crafted poems as 

well.ò 

The Oxford Companion to Twentieth-century Poetry in 

English describes Robert Morganôs poetry as: 
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ñLooking at the Appala-

chian communities in the 

past, visitors often saw 

only poverty and back-

wardness. The mountain 

people did not view them-

selves that way. In fact, 

they often felt rich on their 

own land, with their fami-

lies around them, with a 

cold poplar spring nearby, 

and inspired by their devo-

tional life. We cannot un-

derstand the Appalachian 

lives of the past unless we 

know some-thing of their 

intense spiritual lives, 

whether Baptist or Pente-

costal Holiness or some 

independent sect. The lives 

of my ancestors were 

largely defined by their 

work and their worship.ò 

ROBERT MORGAN ON APPALACHIA  

ñSarah Bonner has com-

piled a pretty impressive 

web resource that provides 

bibliographical informa-

tion for Hobson Award 

recipients.ò 

 

ðWilliam Bradley 

Take a look at it at http://

libguides.chowan.edu/  

HOBSON PRIZE BIBLIOGRAPHY  

The Hobson Course, 

ENGL 465, is a one-credit 

hour course and open to all 

students who have com-

pleted ENGL 101 with a C 

or higher and counts to-

ward the general education 

humanities requirement. 

Students read the works of 

Robert Morgan (Gap 

Creek, Topsoil Road, and 

essays). The final class 

session is Monday, April 

11, and includes three 

events: A dialogue with 

Robert Morgan (2:00 

p.m.), dinner with Robert 

Morgan (6:00 p.m.) and 

attendance at the Hobson 

Lecture, given by Robert 

Morgan (7:30 p.m.). Fol-

lowing the lecture, Robert 

Morgan will sign books.  

HOBSON COURSE 

To be published in Fall 2011. 

To be published in Fall 2011. 

http://www.robert-morgan.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Picture-3.png
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Theatre@Chowan will pre-

sent the regional premiere of 

Deanna Neilôs new play, 

Fracturing, April 15 through 

April 17 at Chowan Univer-

sity. 

 

ñAn inconvenient truth 

threatens to tear a familyð

and a small townðapart in 

Deanna Neilôs contemporary 

adaptation of Henrik Ibsenôs 

An Enemy of the People.òð

nytheatre.com. 

 

When a small town scientist, 

Dr. Stockmann, discovers 

that the townôs water is con-

taminated, she attempts to 

bring the truth to light, but 

meets resistance in townôs 

residents. Her brother, the 

Mayor, tries to suppress the 

issue, but the personal 

quickly becomes political. 

When the local press refuses 

to print her story, Dr. Stock-

mann resolves to take matters 

into her own hands. Unex-

pectedly, she faces a title 

wave of opposition and real-

izes that, sometimes, the truth 

is tough to swallow and 

comes at a high price. 

 

Based on Henrik Ibsenôs 19th 

century play, The Enemy of 

the People, Deanna Neil up-

dates it by referring to a cur-

rent drilling process known 

as hydraulic fracturing or 

ñfrackingò in which high 

pressure water and a variety 

of toxic chemicals are used to 

dislodge oil deposits. Frac-

turing puts a fresh, contem-

porary spin on a classic tale 

of might versus right. 

ñFracturingéeducates and 

entertainsða rare combina-

tion.òðnytheatre.com 

 

The cast, comprised of 

Chowan University students, 

includes: Ralph Dues 

(Freshman, Boca Raton, FL), 

Meagan Maloney (Junior, 

Chesapeake, VA), Debra 

Maingi (Junior, Wake Forest, 

NC), LaVontae Wilson 

(Sophomore, Durham, NC), 

Michale Siverio (Junior, 

Richmond, VA), Brian Hal-

bach (Sophomore, Center-

ville, VA), Chi Chi Uzoma 

(Junior, Wake Forest), Anna 

Jones (Junior, Hampton, 

VA). 

 

 The production is directed 

by Steven Harders, Associate 

Professor of Communication 

and Theatre at Chowan. 

 

Performances are Friday, 

April 15th, and Saturday, 

April 16, at 7:00 p.m., and 

Sunday, April 17, at 2:30 

p.m. in Turner Auditorium in 

the McDowell Columns 

Building on the Chowan Uni-

versity Campus. Admission 

is free. Patrons are encour-

aged to arrive early. 

THEATRE@CHOWAN TO PR ESENT NEW PLAY, FRACTURING. 

NEW ALPHA LAMBDA DEL TA HONOR SOCIETY MEMBERS . 

Library Renovation  

 

Whitaker Library will be closed 

starting May 5, 2011, and will 

remain closed through the sum-

mer as new HVAC systems, 

windows, lighting and other 

improvements are installed 

throughout the building.   

 

The temporary Mini-Library 

will be in McSweeney 112 and 

the lab across the hall.  It will 

open Monday, May 16.  
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