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Taylor Religious  

Heritage Lectures 

 

Monday, October 12 

Wednesday, October 14 

 

11:00 a.m. 

Turner Auditorium 

ily relocated to South-

ampton County, Virginia 

last year. 

 

The concert will begin at 

7:30 p.m. in Turner 

Auditorium, which is 

located in the McDowell 

Columns Building. The 

concert is free and the 

public is invited. The 

doors to the auditorium 

will open for seating at 

7:00 p.m. For more in-

formation about the con-

cert or the Department of 

Music at Chowan Uni-

versity, call (252) 398-

6236 or email mu-

sic@chowan.edu. 

The Department of Mu-

sic will present its annual 

Fall Choral Concert on 

Tuesday, October 20. 

The concert will feature 

performances by 

Chowan Singers, Can-

tare, and the Southamp-

ton High School Concert 

Choir. 

 

Chowan Singers repre-

sents Chowan University 

in concerts throughout 

the Mid-Atlantic Region. 

Students representing a 

variety of majors at 

Chowan are accepted by 

audition for membership 

in the choir each year. 

Chowan Singers per-

forms choral literature 

from the Renaissance to 

the present day, includ-

ing the music of non-

Western cultures, spiritu-

als, and hymn arrange-

ments. Cantare is an 11-

voice ensemble audi-

tioned from Chowan 

Singers. The ensemble 

specializes in madrigals, 

vocal jazz, and Christian 

contemporary 

music. Both 

groups are 

under the di-

rection of Dr. 

Gregory 

Parker, Profes-

sor of Music 

and Chair of 

the Depart-

ment of Music 

at Chowan. 

 

Each year, the Fall Cho-

ral Concert features the 

performance of a guest 

high school choir. This 

yearôs guest choir hails 

from Southampton High 

School in Courtland, 

Virginia. The 47-voice 

choir is under the direc-

tion of Stephen West, 

who is in his second year 

as Choral Director at 

Southampton High 

School. Mr. West is a 

graduate of Armstrong 

Atlantic State University 

in Savannah, Georgia. 

After four years as a cho-

ral music educator in 

Georgia, he and his fam-

FALL CHORAL CONCERT  

Shakespeare Association 

of America conference. 

She joined Chowanôs 

faculty in 2008. 

 

 

Chowan Salon presents 

Emily Isaacson's lecture  

"Lusty Widows, Trade-

Fallen Wives, and Chaste 

Maids: Marriage in Tho-

mas Middletonôs Seven-

teenth Century City 

Comediesò on Friday, 

October 16 at 4:00 p.m. 

in Vaughan Auditorium.  

 

Dr. Isaacson is an assis-

tant professor of English 

in the Department of 

Language and Literature.  

She received her Ph.D. 

from the University of 

Missouri-Columbia in 

2007, and is a frequent 

participant at the annual 

CHOWAN SALON  



 

 

Page 2 T h i s W e e k  i n  A c a d e m i c  A f f a i r s  

PONDERINGS OF THE PROVOST 

character. I read to be-

long, to belong to Robert 

Morganôs Gap Creek, to 

Lee Smithôs Agate Hill, 

or Harper Leeôs       

Maycomb, Alabama. In 

recent months, literature 

has connected me to the 

mountains of Virginia 

and North Carolina, the 

beaches of South Caro-

lina, and the coast of 

Mississippi. Currently, I 

belong to Georgia, to 

Between, Georgia, to be 

exact. 

     Obviously, I am at a 

stage in life when I think 

a lot about place. In July 

2008, my family and I 

went north to Hershey, 

Pennsylvania, where I 

had lived in an orphan-

age for several years. My 

children went for the 

chocolate. I visited Her-

shey to rediscover my 

sense of place. We found 

the chocolate, and ate it, 

too, but I donôt belong to 

Hershey. I remain place-

less. 

     Eudora Welty, who 

belonged to Jackson, 

Mississippi, wrote, 

ñPlace absorbs our earli-

est notice and attention; 

it bestows on us our 

original awareness; and 

our critical powers 

spring from the study of 

it and the growth of ex-

perience inside it.ò This 

academic year our uni-

versity community will 

study place. First, when 

Lee Smith, the 2010 

Hobson recipient, visits 

campus on Monday, 

April 12. According to  

 

...see Place on p. 8 

     We were crowded 

into a tiny coffee shop, 

when she approached our 

table. ñAre you from 

here?ò she asked my 

friend Rusty. 

     ñNope.ò 

     ñWhere are you 

from?ò 

   ñIôm from every-

where,ò he smoothly 

replied. 

     She then turned to 

me. ñHow about you?ò 

     ñIôm from nowhere.ò 

     Thud! 

     Rusty got the date. I 

paid for the mocha lattes. 

     I am still haunted by 

my response all those 

years ago. I really am 

placeless. Growing up, 

we lived a peddlerôs life. 

When our problems got 

bigger than us, we 

packed our bags and 

moved on, never realiz-

ing that we packed our 

problems and took them 

with us. Eventually, we 

ended up in the South. 

     Now, the South is a 

place. It is a place of 

grace and faith, a place 

of justice denied and 

unresolved issues, a 

place of syrupy drawls 

and a defeated past, a 

place filled with rich 

traditions and deeply 

held values. C. Vann 

Woodward, who be-

longed to Cross County, 

Arkansas, talked of the 

Southôs burden. A popu-

lar saying is ñSouthern 

by the grace of God.ò  

One Southerner wrote, 

ñWhen you speak of the 

north, the east, or the 

west, you are speaking of 

a direction; but, when 

you speak of the South, 

you are speaking of a 

place.ò 

     Itôs a sense of place 

that attracts me to the 

South, a longing for be-

longing. I read recently 

that ña sense of place is a 

feeling you get when you 

belong somewhere.ò For 

most people, their sense 

of place belongs to 

where they were raised. 

Think Dorothyôs ñthereôs 

no place like homeò over 

and over and over. 

     I donôt belong to the 

South; I got here too late, 

but it doesnôt stop my 

longing for a sense of 

place. I have a sign in 

my office that reads ñI 

wasnôt born in the South, 

but I got here as fast as I 

could.ò My in-laws, who 

belong to Kemper 

County, Mississippi, 

gave it to me. 

     Then thereôs the mat-

ter of my sonôs name. 

My wife and I named our 

son South because the 

name hangs heavy with 

the thousands of wonder-

ful things about the place 

ï black-eyed peas, sweet 

potato pie, Elvis 

Pressley, anything fried, 

college football, Krispy 

Kreme, Pepsi-Cola, Eu-

dora Welty, etc. His 

name is my attempt to 

discover place. 

     Southern literature 

allows me to generate a 

fictional sense of place. 

It connects me to the 

geographic setting, creat-

ing in me a feeling of 

belonging, of not being 

alone or out of place. For 

me, the setting in a novel 

is as important as a char-

acter. Indeed, setting is a 

Ken and Jayne Wolfskill 

hosted members of the 

SNCAE (Student Educators' 

Club), English majors, and 

members of the Creative 

Writing Club along with 

education and English faculty 

on Tuesday, October 6 at their 

home. Forty students and 

Nineteen faculty members met 

for a social gathering of good 

food, conversation, and Corn 

Hole competition. 

For information on how to 

prevent underage drinking, 

visit www.cusober.com 
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The Perspectives theme for 2009-2010 is ñReaffirming Our Christian Mis-

sion.ò Perspectives will use lectures, sermons, films, concerts, plays, athletic 

events, and art to reaffirm Chowanôs Christian faith. Through their participa-

tion in Perspectives students will be engaged with intellectual, cultural, social, 

and spiritual experiences and activities that will deepen their faith and partici-

pation in Chowanôs mission and Godôs mission. 

 

Wednesday Perspectives 

 

October 14 - Taylor Religious Heritage Lecture 

October 21 - Homecoming 

October 28 - Celebrating Music 

November 4 - Community Service 

 

Other Perspectives 

 

Monday, October 12 - Taylor Religious Heritage Lecture (11:00 a.m.) 

Saturday, October 24 - Homecoming Football Game (6:00 p.m.) 

 

ñWhatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is admirableðif anything is excellent or praise-

worthyðthink about such tings.ò 

 

ð Philippians 4:8 

 

P E R S P E C T I V E S 

Happy Birthday  

 

Jim Truesdell (11th) 

Jane Knight (11th) 

Al Swain (15th) 

Jeff Whelan (15th) 

David Ballew (15th) 

Chris White (16th) 

 

STRUT YOUR STUFF EXHIBITION  

professor of music, will 

direct. 

The Department of    

Visual Artôs 4th Annual 

Strut Your Stuff compe-

tition exhibitionôs open-

ing reception in sched-

uled for Thursday, Octo-

ber 15, from 5:00 to 7:00 

p.m. Matt Egan, assistant 

professor of printmaking 

at East Carolina Univer-

sity will serve as the ju-

ror. Awards will be an-

nounced at the reception. 

The Chowan Jazz 

Combo, directed by 

Mike Butrico, assistant 

Doug Eubank, professor 

emeritus of art, will be 

demonstrating his tech-

niques and approach to 

clay as a means for self-

expression in a teapot 

workshop on Friday, 

October 16 from 1:00 to 

4:30 p.m. in Green Hall. 

He taught at Chowan 

University for more than 

thirty years, retiring in 

2004.  

TEAPOT WORKSHOP 
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND SCHOLARHSIP  

 

Carolyn Phillips attended the symposium "A Long and Tumultuous RelationshipðEast-West Interchanges in American Art" at 

the Smithsonian Museum of American Art in Washington, D.C., on Friday, October 2nd. 

 

John Dilustro attended Environmental Management System training at Methodist College in preparation of Chowan implement-

ing an Environmental Management System. 

 

Andrea Eason, Brenda Tinkham, Kirk Peterson, Larry Frazier, and Danny Moore participated in a webinar on major fields test. 

 

Georgia Williams attended a meeting of the North Carolina Library Association Conference on Wednesday, October 7, in 

Greenville. 

 

Brenda Tinkham, Chowanôs ambassador of teacher education, recently attended the Teacher Collaborative in Columbia, North 

Carolina; North Carolina Quest in Chapel Hill; and Northeastern Personnel Administrators in Williamston. 

 

 

 

Andrea Eason gave a presentation at the 2009  Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of North Carolina on Monday, October 5. Her 

presentation focused on "The Church in Economic Crisis." 

 

Romey Peavler, along with her assistant, Lynn Fields, trained RAs on identifying students with possible alcohol problems who 

could benefit from a counselor referral. RAs also learned about strengthening and enforcing the non-alcohol policy at Chowan. 

 

John Dilustro participated in an Academic Outreach program. He taught about plant anatomy and reproduction for fifth graders 

at Ridgecroft School. 

 

SERVICE AND ENGAGEME NT 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Book Lovers  Club has selected An Autobiography: The Story of my Experiments with Truth by Mahatma Gandhi as its fall   

        book. Club members will meet on November 12 at 5:30 p.m. at the Commons to discuss the book.   

 

Chowan Singers fall tour is scheduled for October 16-18. 

 

The Criminal Justice Club pizza pick up is Tuesday, October 13 from 5:45 to 6:30 p.m. in Marks 123.  

 

Send a óbewitchingò treat for Halloween. See Patsy Taylor in RMH 331 or any Phi Beta Lambda member to  

       place a Halloween treat  order.  Order forms are also accessible at SYS4/Halloween/Trick-or-Treat.   

 

The Psi Chi Honor Society induction ceremony is scheduled for Sunday, November 1 at 3:00 p.m. in the  

       Mulberry Grove Room. 

 

The Department of   Visual Art is accepting donations for its annual art auction through November 9. Please 


