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RINGING OF THE BELL  
their academic studies at 

Chowan.  

 

The ringing of the bell is 

repeated again in May of 

each year. At the close of 

commencement exer-

cises, the faculty and the 

graduates in their caps 

and gowns recess from 

the campus green to the 

gazebo. With faculty 

lined up on both sides of 

the alumni walk once 

again, each graduate, 

with diploma in hand, 

rings the bell one last 

time to signify the end of 

his or her academic stud-

ies at Chowan.  

Located on the west side 

of the McDowell Col-

umns Building in the 

gazebo is the Chowan 

University bell. The bell 

dates back to the 1800s. 

ñThe bell swung from 

two stone pillars until 

1880, when it was placed 

in the Bell Tower, a fa-

vorite meeting place for 

students. The bell was 

used to change classes, 

call students to chapel, 

and celebrate athletic 

victories.ò (Frank Ste-

phenson, Chowan Col-

lege, 2004)  

 

The tradition of the bell 

today is to establish a 

sense of community that 

begins in the first year 

and lasts beyond the con-

fines of the four-year 

university experience. 

Each September, follow-

ing University Convoca-

tion, faculty in full rega-

lia and first year students 

proceed to the gazebo. 

With faculty lined up on 

both sides of the brick 

alumni walk leading to 

the gazebo, first-year 

students ring the bell to 

signify the beginning of 

SENIOR BANQUET AND COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY  SPEAKERS 

Heather Schaubach 

Biology 

Vivian Preston,   

English 

Twyla Duke,      

Studio Art 

Shad Ghawai,     

Biology 

Ashley Banks, 

Physical Education 

Ramona Warren, 

Music 

Ashley Brooks,   

History 

Garrett Williams, 

Business             

Administration 

Jason Reddick, 

Business             

Administration 

Mary Tolson,  

Physical Education 

Lance Jenkins,   

History 

Each year the President, 

with the assistance of his 

Senior staff, selects 

graduating seniors to 

serve as speakers for the 

Senior Banquet and 

Commencement       

Ceremony. 

 

Student speakers at the 

Senior Banquet, which 

was held on Wednesday, 

May 6, included: 

 

Ira Coats,            

Psychology 

Holly Gunn,       

Psychology               

Derek Bryant, 

Physical Education 

Brittany Bennett, 

English and History 

Aaron Scott,     

Physical Education 

Alexandria Pearson, 

History Education 

Amanda Pearson, 

Business             

Administration 

Lauren Rodil, 

Graphic Design 

Chris Linthicum, 

Physical Education 

 

Student speakers for the 

Commencement      

Ceremony on Friday, 

May 15 at 10:00 a.m. 

are: 

 

Lisa Forbes,       

Elementary        

Education 

Maurice Fluitt,   

Biology 

Brittany Thompson, 

Biology 

Commencement Ceremony  

Friday, May 15, 2009  

10:00 a.m.  
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May 

 

Susan Alston 

Scott Duffey 

 

June 

 

Hazel Pierce 

Mike Wollan 

Andrea Eason 

Gladys DeJesus 

Jill Awuni 

Charles Hodge 

Ken Wolfskill 

Carolyn Modlin 

 

July 

 

John Dilustro 

Missy Hernandez 

Linda Hassell 

Trudy Gibson 

Steve Harders 

Carolyn Phillips 

Wendy Dower 

Larry Frazier 

 

August 

 

Rachael Peterson 

Paula Pressnell 

LIFE AFTER GRADUATIO N 

Wilmington to earn 

a graduate degree in 

public history. 

Katelyn Mahoney is 

attending nursing 

school at East Caro-

lina University. 

Lance Jenkins has 

accepted a position 

in Chowanôs Admis-

sions Office. 

Heather Schaubach 

begins Physician's 

Assistant school in 

Harrogate, Tennes-

see on May 18. 

Amanda Pearson 

plans to run her own 

e-commerce art 

business, where she 

will customize here 

artwork and sell  

online to users glob-

ally. 

LaôRonda Boone  

plans to attend 

graduate school to 

earn a degree in 

clinical counseling. 

Alexandria Pearson 

has accepted a posi-

tion with the Admis-

sions Office. 

 

Holly Gunn has 

been accepted into 

East Carolina Uni-

versityôs M.S. pro-

gram in substance 

abuse and clinical 

counseling. 

Ira Coats is headed 

to graduate school at 

Regent University to 

study law. 

Karen Cook is 

teaching children at 

the YMCA in Be-

thesda, Maryland. In 

January 2010, she 

will begin work to-

ward a graduate 

degree in education. 

Carolyn Guedri is 

headed to graduate 

school at Virginia 

Commonwealth 

University to study 

early childhood spe-

cial education. 

Jordan Toombs is 

attending Army offi-

cers candidate 

school. 

Brittany Thompson 

is attending Howard 

University to earn a 

graduate degree in 

human anatomy. 

Chris Jernigan will 

begin his career as a 

music educator at 

the middle school 

level. 

Lauren Rodil will 

travel before turning 

her attention to 

graduate school at 

either Regent Uni-

versity or Elon Uni-

versity. 

Vivian Preston is 

taking a year off 

before beginning 

graduate school. 

Garrett Williams 

will serve as a foot-

ball coach at 

Chowan. 

Jason Reddick is 

attending graduate 

school at Winston-

Salem Sate Univer-

sity. 

Ashley Brooks is 

headed to the Uni-

versity of Alabama 

to earn a graduate 

degree in history.  

Brittany Bennett is 

off to the University 

of North Carolina at 

SUMMER BIRTHDAYS  




