
Celebrate is a program of traditional Christian hymns and gospel songs. Almost 
everyone who has some background of church participation will find familiar refrains and 
comforting melodies. Old standards such as “The Church’s One Foundation” and “To God 
Be the Glory” are combined with old-time gospel selections such as “Peace in the Valley” and 
music made famous at youth gatherings such as “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus.” The CD closes 
with one selection repeated from Dr. White’s first CD, the most requested “Just a Closer Walk 
with Thee.”

The intent of the music is to provide the listener with relaxation from the stress of daily life, 
with encouragement to face the future, and with a sense of thanksgiving for the blessings 
of life. Dr. White’s combination of hymn arrangements with southern gospel improvisation 
continues this love affair with church music dating to his youth years. Someone has described 
Dr. White’s “musings at the piano” as “food for the soul.”

Part of the Christian religion is a matter of nostalgia, a matter of comfort. People have a 
longing to repeat the patterns of childhood and re-create what feels like home. It is the familiar 
hymns, the litanies from long ago, that keep bringing us back. As persons age and experience 
the trauma of dementia, music is the most basic and lasting means of communication. 

“Celebrate” is Dr. White’s fourth CD. “The Spirit Soars” and “In the Garden” are collections 
of hymns, and “A Chowan Christmas” contains Christmas carols and hymns. 

The CDs may be obtained at Chowan University and various locations in Murfreesboro, NC. 
Please contact the President’s Office: One University Place, Murfreesboro, NC 27855; Phone 
252-398-6221; Website - www.chowan.edu. 
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