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On Tuesday, April 19, 2011, 

the university will host the 

13th Annual Chowan Univer-

sity Undergraduate Research 

Conference (CUURC), where 

students will present their 

research or creative work. 

The day-long event is co-

sponsored by the Department 

of Interdisciplinary Studies 

and the North Carolina Phi 

Chapter of the Alpha Chi 

Honor Society. 

 

First held in 1998 for stu-

dents majoring in biology 

and psychology, the confer-

ence has grown to involve all 

majors, with students pre-

senting on a broad variety of 

topics. The conference pro-

vides an opportunity for stu-

dents to present their aca-

demic work in a formal set-

ting and interact with and 

examine the work of students 

in other fields. 

 

The conference will feature 

Dr. Sheila Skemp as the key-

note speaker. Dr. Skemp is 

the Clare Leslie Marquette 

Professor of American His-

tory at the University of Mis-

sissippi. The title of her ad-

dress 

is ñThe 

Merits 

and 

Defi-

ciencies of Biography as a 

Historical Form.ò 

 

The CUURC is part of the 

Chowan Academic Forum, 

which is a week-long cele-

bration of the intellectual and 

artistic life of the university. 

CHOWAN UNIVERSITY  

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH CONFERENCE 
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Twenty-one members of 

the Chowan University 

chapter of the Alpha Chi 

Honor Society are attend-

ing the Alpha Chi National 

Convention in San Diego 

on March 31 ï April 2. 

During the convention, the 

students will present their 

research and creative ac-

tivities, competing for aca-

demic awards. At last 

yearôs convention, Amy 

Hamm, a 2010 Chowan 

graduate was one of 

twenty-five presenters out 

of 250 to receive an aca-

demic prize. 

 

In order to fund the trip, 

which costs $813 per stu-

dent, Alpha Chi members 

will hold fundraisers 

throughout the spring se-

mester. In addition, the 

students are seeking indi-

vidual and business spon-

sors. The students attend-

ing the convention are 

(students in blue are pre-

senting their research or 

creative endeavor): 

 

Zachary Hicks, Relig-

ion 

Carlos Bandak, 

Mathematics 

George Zeidan, Busi-

ness Administration 

Daniel Mullens, 

Physical Education 

Bobby Futrell, Mathe-

matics 

April Rozier, Social 

Sciences 

Glenda Poindexter, 

Social Sciences 

Denise Crocker, So-

cial Sciences 

Sheresa Perry, Crimi-

nal Justice 

Donna Woodard, 

Business Administra-

tion 

Kimberly Johnson, 

Criminal Justice 

Michelle Fairless, 

Business Administra-

tion 

Craitishia Lewis, 

Graphic Communica-

tion 

Kimberly Smiley, 

History 

Bridget Murphy, So-

cial Sciences 

Rachel Stewart, Ele-

mentary Education 

Megan Harbinson, 

Graphic Communica-

tion 

Amber Gillespie, Psy-

chology 

Ashley Sampson, 

English 

Maryah Roche, Psy-

chology 

Maria Cox, Music 

 

If you wish to sponsor a 

student, please contact 

Syble Shellito at 

shells@chowan.edu or 252

-398-6365. 

ALPHA CHI NATIONAL C ONVENTION  

Overheard  

 

ñI am seeing double.ò 

 

ðTom Eisenmenger 

ððððððððððððð 

 

ñCan you un-grant a student?ò 

 

ðUnidentified  

Faculty Member 

 

ððððððððððððð 

 

ñI canôt find my save button.ò 

 

ðBrenda Tinkham 

 

ñThatôs because you canôt be 

saved, Brenda..ò 

 

ðUnidentified Provost 

 

ððððððððððððð 

 

ñDoes everything look blurry to 

you?ò 

 

ðUnidentified  

Faculty Member 

 

ððððððððððððð 

 

ñI have a man hanging over my 

computer.ò 

 

ðJohn Tayloe 
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In August 1939, sixty-

seven-year-old Susie V. 

Powell reminisced about 

rural life in the early 

1900s. In 1910 Mississippi 

was overwhelmingly rural, 

she noted, with the major-

ity of Mississippians living 

on the land or in small 

towns dependent upon 

agriculture. She explained 

that the care of the farm 

family, 

plus 

maintain-

ing the 

house 

and gar-

den, was 

generally 

the do-

main of 

the 

home-

maker, 

who completed chores in a 

difficult work environ-

ment: few farms had run-

ning water, much less elec-

tricity, to ease the endless 

drudgery of housework. 

Nevertheless, Powell, for-

mer state agent in charge 

of home demonstration 

work of the Mississippi 

Agricultural Extension 

Service, asserted the 

ñheartò of the farm was the 

woman. 

 

Despite Powellôs assertion, 

standard historical ac-

counts provide little infor-

mation on the roles of rural 

women 

in the 

early 

20th 

century. 

How-

ever, the 

records 

of the 

girlsô 

tomato 

club 

move-

ment, which preceded 

home demonstration work, 

are a rich source of infor-

mation for developing the 

link in the history of rural 

Mississippi. 

 

The girlsô tomato club 

movement was an educa-

tional project developed by 

rural reformers to improve 

the quality of life on the 

farm for women and their 

families. The underlying 

objectives of the formation 

of tomato clubs were two-

fold. First, the clubs were 

organized to promote new 

home practices that could 

be carried out in a more 

convenient and efficient 

fashion by rural girls to 

make them more self-

confident and more re-

sponsible for community 

problems when they be-

came adult women. The 

second goal of the tomato 

club movement was to 

reach the kitchens of farm 

wives. Progressives 

[generally people who 

believe in the possibility 

and desirability of progress 

to improve the human con-

dition] acknowledged from 

the beginning that girlsô 

club work would open 

(Continued on page 6) 

GIRLSô TOMATO CLUBS IN MISSISSIPPI 

Susie V. Powell, first state home 

demonstration agent in Missis-

sippi. Photo circa 1912. 

www.diversitystore.com 
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homes of adult women to 

home economists. More 

efficient homemaking, 

they reasoned, would bring 

lasting changes in the na-

ture of rural home produc-

tion and improve the 

physical and psychological 

health of the entire farm 

family. 

 

The beginning of girlsô 

tomato clubs is traced to 

Seaman A. Knappôs farm 

demonstration work, 

which he pioneered in 

1903 in Terrell, Texas. In 

December 1909, Knapp 

initi-

ated 

plans 

for 

girlsô 

work 

when 

he sent 

Oscar 

B. 

Martin, 

head of 

the recently formed boysô 

club division of Farm 

Demonstration Work, to 

speak on the topic before 

the State Teachersô Asso-

ciation of South Carolina. 

Martin advanced the spe-

cific proposal that girls be 

organized into girlsô to-

mato clubs. He chose to-

matoes because they could 

be grown easily, had a 

long growing season, and 

could be processed in rural 

kitchens. In addition, they 

were an important source 

of vitamins A and C, po-

tassium, and niacin, all of 

which were lacking in the 

rural diet. Clubs could be 

open to any girl who had 

access to a one-tenth acre 

plot of land on which to 

grow a crop. 

 

Susie Powell  

 

Club work began in Mis-

sissippi in early 1911 

when Knapp invited Susie 

V. Powell, then school 

improvement supervisor of 

the Mississippi State De-

partment of Education, to 

attend a conference in 

Washington about girlsô 

tomato clubs. In this meet-

ing, Knapp outlined his 

proposal to organize to-

mato clubs in rural com-

munities in 

Missis-

sippi and 

announced 

his deci-

sion to 

appoint 

Powell to 

head that 

effort. 

ñThrough 

the tomato 

plant you will get into the 

home garden and by 

means of the canning you 

will get into the farm 

kitchen,ò Knapp informed 

Powell. 

Knapp could have chosen 

no better person. With her 

immensely practical and 

sensible leadership, Pow-

ell, a tall, strikingly hand-

some woman, was the type 

of person needed to lead 

the movement in Missis-

sippi. Born in Batesville 

and educated at Whitworth 

College in Brookhaven, 

the University of Missis-

sippi, and the University of 

Chicago, she had already 

done much to improve 

teaching methods, facili-

ties, and grounds of Mis-

sissippi rural schools.  

Powell realized that if club 

work were to develop in a 

sound manner, it would 

need an effective organiza-

tion with roots in the com-

munity where it was to 

function as well as the 

understanding, apprecia-

tion, and support of this 

movement by merchants 

and citizens, particularly 

the Mississippi Federation 

of Womenôs Clubs. 

 

A&M College 

 

Powell also actively 

sought aid from A&M 

College [now Mississippi 

State University], which 

invited 370 club girls to an 

Institute Round-Up in 

1912. Sessions included 

lectures on canning, proper 

food supply, and sanita-

tion. In 1913, an A&M 

College professor gave a 

talk on textiles and, more 

importantly, established 

short courses where girls 

could take canning and 

cooking classes over a 

three-day period. These 

short courses became 

popular among farm girls, 

who welcomed the social 

interaction as a break from 

their isolation on the farm.  

 

The method of establishing 

the first tomato clubs was 

dependent upon two fac-

tors: the agricultural condi-

tions within a county and 

the willingness of indi-

viduals within its border to 

support the movement. 

Thus, Lincoln and Copiah 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

GIRLSô TOMATO CLUBS IN MISSISSIPPI 

A club girl and her one-tenth 

acre plot of tomatoes, 1913. 

Girlsô tomato exhibit in 1912. 
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counties formed the first 

clubs in the spring of 

1911. Powell chose these 

counties because the edu-

cational forces there were 

well organized and the soil 

and climate were suited to 

growing tomatoes. Copiah 

County was also the to-

mato-growing center of the 

state. 

 

The first girlsô club agents 

Powell employed were 

Mattie Furr of Lincoln 

County and Mabel 

McIntosh of Copiah 

County. They were rural 

teachers already familiar 

with the problems of farm 

life. They received $75 for 

two months of summer 

work. Inspired by Powell, 

the agents launched their 

drive. 

Traveling 

by horse 

and 

buggy on 

deep-

rutted or 

muddy 

roads, 

their first 

objective 

was to 

locate 

and enlist girls who, with 

the consent of their par-

ents, would agree to culti-

vate one-tenth of an acre 

of tomatoes according to 

specified rules. Then plots 

had to be measured, seed 

selected, and instructions 

given on how to cultivate, 

stake, and harvest the fruit. 

Next the tomatoes had to 

be harvested and the girls 

taught about food preser-

vation. 

 

First Canning Demon-

stration 

 

Powell held the first can-

ning demonstration in July 

1911 at Whitworth College 

in Brookhaven. In the fall 

of that year, 152 tomato 

girls, wearing green-and-

white uniforms, exhibited 

their canned products at 

the county and state fairs, 

along with record books of 

their work, and competed 

for prizes. Contests created 

excitement, and competi-

tion inspired girls to up-

hold their motto, ñTo 

Make the Best Better.ò 

The 1912 state champion, 

Sallie Mae Strahan of Lin-

coln County, won a trip to 

Washington where she 

joined girls from sixteen 

other states. 

In 1914, 

one club 

girl, lacking 

proper can-

ning con-

tainers, 

exhibited 

products in 

ink bottles 

and Vase-

line jars at 

the state 

fair. She won first place 

and received five dollars 

from a Jackson physician. 

She spent the money on 

standard jars and won first 

place again at the 1915 

state fair. One girl crossed 

a bayou on a skiff and 

walked several miles with 

her canned tomatoes in a 

basket to enter a contest. 

She won a pink parasol 

from a town merchant.  

 

Canning also provided 

club girls with an opportu-

nity to engage in commer-

cial enterprises on a lim-

ited basis and in the proc-

ess gain a measure of self-

esteem through shrewd 

trading skills. Establishing 

markets for their produce 

was no easy task. Agents 

held training workshops in 

grading, display, and sale 

of produce. With this new 

knowledge, club girls be-

gan to promote and man-

age their own markets. 

Each member sold her 

own produce and collected 

her own money. Gradu-

ally, club girls established 

high standards for their 

products. Club members 

learned the value of par-

ticipation in the outside 

economy and used the 

profits made from sales to 

further their education. 

One tomato girl, for exam-

ple, used her prize money 

to attend a teacherôs col-

lege. 

 

Meanwhile the girlsô club 

work moved into twelve 

additional counties during 

1912. Ideally, reformers 

envisioned club work for 

all rural girls, and the pro-

grams were geared to im-

prove rural life in general, 

but traditional socioeco-

nomic and racial barriers 

hindered the growth of 

club work among black 

girls and poor white 

daughters of tenant farm-

ers and sharecroppers. 

Although Powell never 

placed restrictions on club 

membership and agents 

attempted to interest poor 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 10) 

GIRLSô TOMATO CLUBS IN MISSISSIPPI 

Club girls receive a demon-

stration on preparation for 

the canning of vegetables.  

The canning equipment shown 

above was used by the Tomato Club 

at Mississippi Normal College (now 

the University of Southern Missis-

sippi).  
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disciplinary dialogue and 

collaboration among 

Chowan University fac-

ulty and the importance 

of demonstrating to 

Chowan students the 

connections among vari-

ous disciplines in their 

education curriculum.  

 

The symposium is based 

on the premise that if 

students have an oppor-

tunity to see that their 

course work is inherently 

linked and 

that what 

they learn in 

one class can 

be trans-

ferred to 

another, then 

their educa-

tion might 

seem pur-

poseful. Re-

inforcing the 

integration 

of disciplines and build-

ing on the ties that bind 

all disciplines of study is 

what makes an education 

valuable.  

 

Past symposium themes 

include The World of 

Mark 

Twain, 

War and 

Society, 

the 

Ameri-

can 

South, 

Explor-

ing the 

Environment, Leisure 

and Play in Society, and 

A Sense of Place. 

The theme of the Sev-

enth Annual Faculty In-

terdisciplinary Sympo-

sium, which 

is scheduled 

for Monday, 

April 18, is 

ñTalking 

About A 

Revolution.ò 

Sheila L. 

Skemp, the 

Clare Leslie 

Marquette 

Professor of 

American History at the 

University of Missis-

sippi, will serve as the 

keynote speaker. Her 

keynote address is 

ñRevolution or Civil 

War: The Meaning of 

Benjamin Franklin's War 

for Independenceò 

 

Dr. Skemp received her 

B.A. in 

History 

from the 

University 

of Montana 

in 1967, 

and her 

Ph.D. in 

History 

from the 

University 

of Iowa in 

1974. After 

having 

taught at a 

number of 

colleges and universities 

in the midwest and the 

northeast, she came to 

the University of Missis-

sippi in 1980. She served 

for two years as Acting 

Di-rector of the Sarah 

Isom Center for Women.  

 

Her book-length publica-

tions include, William 

Franklin: Son of a Pa-

triot, Servant of a King 

(Oxford, 

1990); Benja-

min and Wil-

liam Frank-lin: 

Father and 

Son, Patriot 

and Loyalist 

(Bedford, 

1994): Judith 

Sargent 

Murray: A 

Brief Biogra-

phy with Docu-

ments (Bedford, 

1998); and First 

Lady of Letters: 

Judith Sargent 

Murray and the 

Struggle for 

Women's Rights 

(University of 

Pennsylvania 

Press, 2009). In 

2009, 

Profes-

sor Skemp re-

ceived the Uni-

versity's Fac-

ulty Achieve-

ment Award for 

Out-standing 

Teaching and 

Re-search. She 

has been the 

Clare Leslie 

Marquette Pro-

fessor of 

American His-

tory since 2008. 

She has also been desig-

nated an Organization of 

American Historians 

Distinguished Lecturer 

for the academic years 

2010-2013.  

 

The symposium was 

established in response 

to a call for greater inter-

OLE MISS SCHOLAR IS SYMPOSIUM KEYNOTE SPEAKER  
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7TH ANNUAL  

ñTALKING ABOUT A REVOLUTIONò 

FACULTY INTERDISCIPL INARY SYMPOSIUM  

Gladys DeJesus, Professor 

of Economics, ñKeynesian 

Macroeconomics: A Revo-

lutionary Theoryò 

 

Eugene Van Roy, Instruc-

tor in Graphic Communi-

cation, ñNo Print, No 

Revolutionò 

 

Lloyd Lee Wilson, Assis-

tant Professor of Religion 

and Accounting, ñTo Stand 

Apart:  Quakers and the 

American Revolutionò 

 

Danielle White, Associate 

Professor of Sport Man-

agement, ñSport, a Micro-

cosm of Society: Athletes' 

Involved in the Cultural 

Revolution called 'Civil 

Rightsôò 

 

Larry Frazier, Professor of 

Religion, ñThe Lutheran 

Reformation as a Revolu-

tion in Printed Propa-

gandaò 

 

Romey Peavler, Professor 

of Psychology, 

ñRevolution: Is it Psycho-

logically Healthy?ô 

 

Brenda Tinkham, Professor 

Education, ñYou've Come 

a Long Way Babyò 

 

Frank Stephenson, Director 

of Upward Bound, ñSeeds 

for World's Rapid Fire 

Weapons Revolution 

Planted Here:  The Gatling 

Plantation, Como, North 

Carolinaò 

 

Michele Reedy, Instructor 

in Education, ñThe Virtual 

Classroom, A Revolution-

ary Idea in Educationò 

 

Clarissa Brandao, Assistant 

Professor of Graphic De-

sign, ñThe Sustainability of 

Paper: a Multifaceted 

Revolutionò 

 

Wendy Dower, Associate 

Professor of English, ñThe 

Mother of All Revolutions: 

Milton's Paradise Lost and 

the War in Heavenò 

 

Dean Lawson, Assistant 

Professor of History, ñThe 

Marquis de Lafayette: 

Revolutionary and Mur-

freesboro Residentò 

 

Greg Taylor, Assistant 

Professor of History, 

ñ1954: The Year the Six-

ties Beganò 

 

Robbin Buller, Instructor 

in Art, ñGeorge E. Ohr:  A 

Revolutionary American 

Potterò 

 

Emily Isaacson, Assistant 

Professor of English, 

ñRevolutionary Female 

Voices: Defending Women 

in Salve Deus Rex 

Judaeorum and The Trag-

edy of Miriamò 

 

John Davis, Professor of 

English, ñThe Passive and 

the Aggressive: Melville's 

Bartleby and Ahabò 

 

Peggy Clark, Instructor in 

Dance, ñDance, 

Dance Revolutionò 

 

Shalyn Lapke, Assistant 

Professor of Education, 

ñEducation and the Affec-

tive Revolutionò 

 

J Brabban, Distinguished 

Professor of Religion and 

Philosophy, ñWhen is a 

Revolution not a Revolu-

tion?  The Curious Case of 

I Kings 12:1-20ò 

 

William Bradley, ñA Mil-

lion Little Lies in an Age 

Like This:  Ethics, Aesthet-

ics, and Implications in 

Creative Nonfictionò 

 

Craig Janney, Instructor in 

Religion, ñHear Then the 

Satire: Parables as Protest-

ing Hegemonyò 

 

Deepak Pant, Instructor in 

English, ñRevolutionizing 

Teaching: Student Auton-

omy, Authority, Authentic-

ity and Accountabilityò 

 

Mozell Person, Instructor 

in Psychology, ñThe Revo-

lution of Mental Health-

care and Treatment Meth-

ods in America during the 

19th Centuryò 

 

David Ballew, Associate 

Professor of History, 

ñôRiotous and Disorderly 

Personsô: Popular Protests 

and the Radical Nature of 

the American Revolutionò 

 

Thomas Whitaker, Associ-

ate Professor of Mathemat-

ics, ñElectronic Revolu-

tion: Rise of the Machinesò 

 

Shannon Williams, Instruc-

tor in Accounting, ñMark 

to Market: International 

Accounting Revolutionò 

 

Sheryl Long, Assistant 

Professor of Education, 

ñReading, Writing, and 

Revolution:  From Abso-

lute to Shared Authority 

through 21st Century Lit-

eraciesò 

 

Jill Awuni, Instructor in 

Religion and Business, 

"The Revolution of Oneò 

 

Jennifer Groves, Instructor 

in Graphic Communication 

and Graphic Design, TBA 

Monday 

April 18, 2011 

 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
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white girls, it is evident 

from agentsô reports that 

early efforts aimed at at-

tracting mostly daughters 

of white middle-class 

families.  

 

Club work for African 

American girls did not 

begin until 1917, when the 

wartime emergency of 

World War I made it nec-

essary to include rural 

black women in the food 

conser-

vation 

program 

and 

federal 

legisla-

tion 

author-

ized the 

creation 

of pro-

grams 

for African Americans 

with appropriations to fund 

them.  

 

4-H Clubs 

 

The [agricultural educa-

tion] movement continued 

to grow as rural people 

increasingly began to see 

its value to family life. in 

1913, the girlsô club move-

ment came under the head-

ing of the 4-H movement. 

Under the new system, 

girlsô 4-H membership 

increased to 4,000 in thirty

-four counties in 1914, 

with the supervision of 

thirty-three agents. 

The most successful clubs 

were those that maintained 

the interest of the mothers. 

Indeed, the expansion of 

tomato club work opened 

the doors of homes to 

agents and home demon-

strations. By winning over 

the mothers of club girls, 

the agents achieved one of 

the rural reformersô pri-

mary goals: educating ru-

ral women. The mothers 

began to 

request 

demonstra-

tions and 

clubs of 

their own. 

In 1914, 

the federal 

govern-

ment re-

sponded to 

their de-

mands with the passage of 

the Smith-Lever Act. This 

act organized all of 

Knappôs demonstration 

work under the Federal 

Extension Service and 

expanded it to include 

womenôs home demonstra-

tion work. Powell estab-

lished the first home dem-

onstration club in Winston 

County in 1915. By the 

late 1920s, nearly twenty-

four percent of all home 

demonstration agents in 

Mississippi had been 

members of tomato clubs 

between 1911 and 1915. 

 

The reminiscences of Pow-

ell, whatever their limita-

tions, do provide glimpse 

of the rich rewards the 

tomato club movement 

brought to rural girls and 

do confirm that the foster-

ing of leadership among 

rural girls was a major 

contribution of early club 

work. In 1939, Powell 

noted that teaching the 

pioneer tomato girls ñTo 

Make the Best Betterò led 

them to careers in teach-

ing, both at the high school 

and college levels; in busi-

ness, as proprietors of tea-

rooms and other commer-

cial ventures; in library 

work; and in journalism.  

 

ñBest of all,ò Powell con-

cluded, ñthe majority of 

the pioneer club girls be-

came happy efficient 

homemakers and commu-

nity leaders.ò  

 

This article and photos can 

be found at Mississippi 

History Now: An Online 

Publication of the Missis-

sippi Historical Society. It 

is condensed from  ñTo 

Make the Best Betterò: 

The Establishment of 

Girlsô Tomato Clubs in 

Mississippi, 1911-1915, 

which originally appeared 

in the Summer 2001 edi-

tion of the Journal of Mis-

sissippi History, Volume 

LXIII, No. 2. 

(Continued from page 7) 

GIRLSô TOMATO CLUBS IN MISSISSIPPI 

Club girls compete in a can-

labeling contest.  
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National Juried Exhibition 2011 
 

Monday, January 24- Thursday, February 27 

Reception: Thursday, January 27  (5:00-7:00 p.m.) 

 

 

 

David Parker: Solo Exhibition 
 

Sunday, February 27- Thursday, March 24 

Reception: Sunday, February 27 (1:00 p.m.) 

 

 

 

Senior Exhibition 2011 
 

Monday, April 4- Saturday, May 7 

Reception: Friday, April 8 (5:00-7:00 p.m.) 

 

 
Designed by Jo Jo Phillips 

 

Talking About A Revolution 

Interdisciplinary Symposium 

Monday, April 18, 2011 

Chowan University Under-

graduate Research Conference 

Tuesday, April 19, 2011 


