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PONDERINGS BY THE PROVOST 

This week I have been haunted 

by memories of living in an 

orphanage. At the age of eight, 

my twin brother and I were sent 

to live in a home with thirteen 

other boys, all between the ages 

of five and eleven. Our house 

parents, Mom and Pop, were 

strict. I remember little about 

Mom. She was quiet and unas-

suming. It is almost like she 

didnôt exist. Not Pop, though. 

He had a warped perception of 

himselfðlovable, caring, 

funny, sweet. In reality, he was 

pompous, loud, obnoxious, 

disgusting, and mean. He had 

four ways to punish you, and, 

when he was feeling really 

mean, he dished out all four for 

a single offense. 

 

The first was a paddling. Pop 

wanted you wet and naked, so 

he scheduled paddling after our 

evening showers. He used a 

canoe paddle with holes he 

drilled into it to raise welts on 

the skin. Pop loved an audi-

ence, and he viewed us as his 

admiring fans, so every boy 

was compelled to watch. I wit-

nessed him paddle boys until he 

broke their skin. He drew blood 

from me a few times, too. 

 

A milder form of punishment 

required you to weed a briar 

patch. Pop grew the patch out 

in front of the house, alongside 

the road. As a boy of nine and 

ten, I wondered if his real ob-

jective was for us to get run 

over when we accidentally 

strayed into the road. I often 

envisioned him towering over 

my flattened body and snorting, 

ñWell, he werenôt worth spit.ò 

Then, because he had to have a 

show, bellowing for all the 

boys to come see what was left 

of me, using my mishap to re-

mind the boys that we were no 

better than a stray cat. ñLet me 

remind you boys,ò I imagined 

him preaching, ñnobody wants 

you and nobody loves you, ex-

cept me,ò his hateful words of 

love serving as my imaginary 

eulogy. 

 

Tragically, Pop ñlovedò boys in 

a criminal way. He preyed on 

boys. He didnôt sleep with 

Mom in the house parentsô 

apartment. He slept in the back 

bedroom with one of the boys, 

basing his selection, he always 

said, on his ñloveò for them. 

Most nights you could hear the 

screams and cries of the boy 

and Pop hushing him, and later 

the boy whimpering, like a 

cold, wet puppy.  I didnôt know 

then what Pop did to those 

boys. I was too young to even 

imagine, and the boys subjected 

to Popôs bedroom torture never 

talked about it, but I knew it 

was bad, and I remember how 

thankful I was Pop didnôt 

ñloveò me that way. Some 

nights I would go to the other 

side of the bedroom I shared 

with three other boys and sit on 

the floor by my twin brotherôs 

bed, holding his hand until the 

back bedroom grew quiet. 

 

Another type of punishment 

was designed to hurt and hu-

miliate us. Naked, we had to 

place our index fingers on the 

edge of the kitchen counter and 

then stretch our legs out as far 

as they could go until we were 

on the tips of our big toes. With 

only our index fingers and big 

toes holding us up, we were 

required to remain in that posi-

tion for a certain period of time. 

If you lifted a toe or a finger, 

Pop rewound the timer and 

made you start again. Some-

times he used the canoe paddle 

on us in this position. If you 

moved, he whacked you again. 

This would continue until you 

could absorb a blow without 

moving a finger or a toe. 

 

Among the boys, I became 

known for my stoicism. I would 

not scream or cry or plea or 

budge as my index fingers 

clung to the edge of the kitchen 

counter. I took to the briar 

patch like I was picking dande-

lions in a grassy field. I hated 

Pop, and I was determined that 

he would not break me. In look-

ing back this week, though, I 

am certain had he taken me to 

the back bedroom, he would 

have won. 

 

The least painful punishment 

was shining the landing in the 

stairwell. To shine, you placed 

two shiners (cut up pants legs) 

under your feet and skated back 

and forth over the surface of the 

landing. Pop would make you 

shine for hours, many times 

leaving you on the landing. Of 

all the punishments, this one 

impacted me mentally. I felt 

imprisoned by the landing, with 

the stairs up and the stairs down 

serving as my cell bars. 

 

One Saturday, after Pop sen-

tenced me to several hours of 

shining, I discovered a way to 

escape. Not a physical escape, 

but a mental one. It occurred to 

me that my mind could go any-

where, so I went sky sailing. I 

imagined sailing into empty air. 

The emptiness had no bounda-

ries. At times I floated in the 

middle of nothingness, 

shrouded in a sheet of gray, and 

I couldnôt see for mile after 

mile, maybe it was Pop I didnôt 

want to see. My imagination 

allowed me to sail higher and 

higher into this limitless noth-

ingness. I wanted to sail for-

ever; I wanted to imagine for-

ever. I was in a good place, a 

safe place. Then, as the hope-

lessness and the sadness slipped 

away and the grayness began to 

fade, I knew my mind could 

return to the landing, to the 

briar patch, to the cries of the 

boys in the back bedroom, to 

the whoosh of the paddle as it 

rushed to hit me, to my body 

stretched from fingertips to 

toes. 

 

One of the things I remember 

about sky sailing is I sometimes 

took my twin brother with me, 

holding his hand as we floated 

in the nothingness. It was my 

imaginary way of protecting 

him. In the end, I could not 

save him. While I made my 

physical escape from a life of 

poverty, using education as my 

route to a better life, my brother 

chose drugs and alcohol as his 

means of escape. I have been 

critical of my twin and the 

choices he has made. However, 

I canôt help but wonder this 

week if what we endured with 

Pop doomed my brother. Where 

my imagination had been my 

escape, my coping mechanism, 

maybe taking drugs and drink-

ing liquor is how he coped. I 

coped and forgot. Perhaps my 

brother has never forgotten 

Pop. 

 

As I write this, my memory is 

on overflow, with Pop flooding 

my every thought. I remember 

how Pop touched us in the 

showers. I remember how he 

thought it was important for the 

boys to love each other, how he 

would randomly select two 

boys to hug and kiss. I remem-

ber how I always pretended to 

kiss the rain. A heavy set man, I 

remember how Pop would 

(Continued on page 3) 
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PONDERINGS BY THE PROVOST 

wrestle you to the ground, flip 

you on your back, and sit on 

your chest, howling with laugh-

ter as you gasped for air. 

 

I do not share these memories 

to gain empathy. I have dwelled 

in the darkest part of my soul 

this week, and I am ready to 

switch my memory to the off 

position. I have experienced a 

range of emotions the last few 

days. Hate for Pop. Guilt for 

my brother and the other boys. 

An overwhelming sense of sad-

ness that weighs on my heart. It 

is as if my chest is bearing the 

weight of Pop again. Maybe 

this is my way of finally con-

fronting the ghost of Pop so he 

will haunt me no more, so my 

childhood, which doesnôt feel 

real anymore, can be real again 

and can belong to me. 

 

I am also sharing these memo-

ries because of a conference I 

had with a student on Monday 

of this week. The student, who 

has struggled academically in 

his first year at Chowan, was 

seeking academic guidance. As 

our conversation progressed, I 

asked my standard questions: 

Why are you in college? Why 

did you choose Chowan? What 

do you want to do after you 

graduate from Chowan? 

 

Think about the last question. I 

am asking a student, who is 

struggling academically, about 

his post-graduation plans. I 

donôt want to admit it, but my 

questions are designed to berate 

a student. I am focused on the 

studentôs present and his or her 

future, with no interest in the 

studentôs past (which is ironic 

for a history professor). Of 

course, it seems logical to focus 

on now and later. Still, what 

would I learn if I asked a stu-

dent to tell me his or her story? 

What narrative would he or she 

weave? Would knowing his or 

her past assist me in guiding the 

student in the present? 

 

As I had this awakening in the 

middle of my conference with 

this student, I said to him, ñTell 

me about your life before you 

came to Chowan.ò He did. I 

learned his father is a drug ad-

dict, and he doesnôt know 

where his mother is, or even if 

she is alive. He spent part of his 

childhood in foster homes, 

where he was physically 

abused. Then, as if he suddenly 

recognized that his past would 

determine his future, he con-

cluded, ñI guess I just donôt 

belong at Chowan.ò 

 

He may be right; maybe he 

doesnôt belong. But what if he 

is wrong? What if I connected 

with him on some level that 

could change his life? What if 

my narrative gave him hope or 

encouragement?  What if I told 

him that as a high school drop-

out I began my college career 

with little confidence in my 

academic ability? What if I told 

him about the police raids in 

my house, about my drug-

addicted brothers stealing the 

grocery money, about not hav-

ing a bed or electricity at times? 

What if told him about my own 

abuse? What if simply having 

this shared experience gives 

him the strength to successfully 

continue his education at 

Chowan? 

 

As I grapple with these ques-

tions, I am reminded that it is 

NSSE time at Chowan. This is 

the period where our freshmen 

and seniors are asked to com-

plete the National Survey of 

Student Engagement. This is an 

important survey because it 

measures how engaged our 

students are. Studies indicate an 

engaged student is more suc-

cessful, more curious, and more 

creative. An engaged student is 

attractive to academic work, is 

better able to persist despite 

obstacles, and is more excited 

about what he or she can ac-

complish in his or her field of 

study. 

 

The key to the engaged student 

is the student fostering positive 

relationships with his or her 

professors. At Chowan, we like 

to say we excel in developing 

close relationships with our 

students. Yet, I often hear, ñI 

donôt understand my students.ò 

I am not suggesting we donôt 

engage or develop close rela-

tionships with our students; we 

do, but I do submit those arenôt 

the ones we ñdonôt understand.ò 

 

How can we engage our stu-

dents, let alone understand 

them, if we donôt know from 

whence they came? We need to 

know our students. Not just 

where they are and where they 

are going, but where they have 

been. It is just as important that 

our students know us. It we are 

to understand our students, we 

must develop relationships 

within a personal context as 

well as an educational context. 

Engaging students at a teaching 

institution demands that we 

acknowledge our dual sets of 

responsibilities as both teacher 

and mentor inside and outside 

of the classroom. Understand-

ing our students provides us 

with the opportunity to remove 

barriers so our students can 

succeed at Chowan. The recog-

nition of our fundamental obli-

gation to know our students and 

our students know us is what is 

supposed to set Chowan apart 

from other institutions. 

 

Now, given the wide diversity 

of personalities and responsi-

bilities, each of us must deter-

mine for ourselves the exact 

nature of our relationships with 

our students. I recognize the 

examples I have used above are 

the extremes, and I realize there 

are barriers we will not be able 

to remove or cross. Regardless, 

a student should not have to 

question whether he or she be-

longs at Chowan. We need to 

create a community where they 

do belong, where they are lis-

tened to, where there is under-

standing of the complexity of 

the issues they bring with them 

to our campus, where their 

Chowan experiences and not 

their pasts determine their fu-

ture, and where they are given 

the support to confront the 

ghosts of their pasts that still 

haunts them. 
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ðAngela Satchell 

 

ñProfessor Dean Law-

sonôs sense of humor in 

class has kept my interest 

for his area of history 

alive.ò 

 

ðJonathan Chisenhall 

 

ñProfessor Jayne Wolf-

skill is just one of the 

best professors I have 

ever had.  I was really 

nervous about going 

back to get teacher certi-

fication, and she has 

been so encouraging and 

fun to be in the class-

room with.ò 

 

ðTracey Piper 

 

 

 

ñI am able to seek help 

from Mrs. Michele 

Reedy. She has encour-

aged me and kept me on 

the right path. Although 

she is not my advisor, 

she takes time out of her 

schedule to answer any 

questions I have and be 

there for me when I need 

someone to talk to.ò 

 

ðAshley Potter 

 

ñProfessor Anna Free-

man has had a positive 

impact on my life. She 

offers good advice and 

artistic criticism. Her 

positive nature is an at-

tribute that makes her a 

great professor.ò 

 

ðAnthony Kearney 

 

ñJill Awuni pays atten-

tion to her students and 

cares about them. When 

I was going through a 

difficult time last semes-

ter, she took the time out 

of her very busy sched-

ule to speak with me and 

give  me the best advice I 

could have asked ask for. 

For this, she has gained 

my utmost respect.ò 

 

ðShequilla Barnes 

 

ñDr. William Bradley 

and Dr. Emily Isaacson 

are good teachers. They 

explain things in way 

that you can relate it to 

the outside world, the 

real world, which made 

CT 101 a whole lot eas-

ier to understand. They 

are always opened to 

new ideas!ò 

CHOWAN FACULTY MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

2010 TOP 20 WHITAKER LIBRARY RESOURCES USED 

USA Today  

Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia  

New York Times  

Journal Of Educational Psychology  

Educational Leadership  

School Psychology Review  

Reading Teacher  

Preventing School Failure  

Journal Of Consulting & Clinical Psychology  

Journal Of Sport Behavior  

The Southern Literary Journal  

The Southern Review  

American Theatre  

Hollins Critic  

Melus  

Quadrant  

Southwestern American Literature  

The Kenyon Review  

The Midwest Quarterly  

Animation Magazine  
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cation 

Sandra A. Lopez, 

Biology 

Matthew Tyler Lu-

cas, Physical Educa-

tion 

Bryce Patrick 

Gresham Pauley, 

Business Admini-

stration 

Kandice Deanne 

Poteat, Business 

Administration 

Robert Daniel Pow-

ell, Graphic Design 

Monica Nicole 

Ruffin, Business 

Administration 

Elizabeth Anne Sill, 

Physical Education 

Tonya Ashley Sin-

clair, Psychology 

Barron Spencer Tay-

lor II, Physical edu-

cation 

Jylian Faith Wilde, 

Biology              

 

The Chowan University 

Chapter of Alpha 

Lambda Delta (ALD), 

the national honor soci-

ety for first year stu-

dents, will hold its 

Eighth Annual Induction 

Ceremony, Sunday, 

March 6, 2011, at 2:00 

p.m., in Turner Audito-

rium. Lacey Wildeboer, 

ALD President, as well 

as the other ALD officers 

and advisers cordially 

invite you to attend this 

ceremony as a show of 

support and recognition 

of the thirty-two students 

whose names appear 

below, and whose aca-

demic achievements we 

will proudly celebrate on 

Sunday.   

Emily Denise 

Blowe, Graphic 

Communications 

Jessica Lynn 

Farmer, Biology 

Shafiq Iskandar Kut-

tab, Business Ad-

ministration 

John Charles Loh-

man, History 

Brittney Aileen 

Moser, Studio Art 

Teresa Lynnette 

Smith, Elementary 

Education  

Captoria Charnell 

Anglin, Elementary 

Education  

Kayla Joy Brady, 

Mathematics 

Wendy LeAnna 

Bright, Biology 

Brittany Thornton 

Brown, Psychology 

Joshua William 

Catalano, Mathe-

matics 

Vanessa Ariel Coun-

cil, Graphic Com-

munications 

Joshua DaSilva, 

Biology 

Vicky B. Enuol, 

Graphic Design 

Kelsey Hill Futrell, 

Graphic Design 

Natasha Y. Hadweh, 

Biology 

Haley Linae Han-

nula, Psychology 

Andrew Willie Hud-

son, Physical Educa-

tion 

Michelle Aliya Ja-

cobson, Graphic 

Design 

Jack Adam Jones, 

Interdisciplinary 

Studies 

Miesha N. Jones, 

Biology 

William Randall 

Jones, Physical Edu-

ALPHA LAMBDA DELTA H ONOR SOCIETY 

She will receive a special 

plaque and be recognized 

for her accomplishment 

at the NCAE State Con-

vention Awards Banquet 

on Thursday, March 17 

at 7:00 p.m., in Raleigh.  

Lori Coggins,  a junior 

elementary education 

major, is one of recipi-

ents of the 2011 Mary 

Morrow-Edna Richards 

Scholarships awarded by 

the North Carolina Asso-

ciation of Educators.  

 

This award is given in 

recognition of your 

promise as a teacher and 

as a part of the Associa-

tionôs commitment to 

encourage the best and 

brightest to enter the 

profession.  

 

COGGINS AWARDED NCAE SCHOLARSHIP  
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Chowan students the 

connections among vari-

ous disciplines in their 

education curriculum.  

 

The symposium is based 

on the premise that if 

students have an oppor-

tunity to see that their 

course work is inherently 

linked and that what they 

learn in one class can be 

transferred to another, 

then their education 

might seem purposeful. 

Reinforcing 

the integra-

tion of disci-

plines and 

building on 

the ties that 

bind all dis-

ciplines of 

study is what 

makes an 

education 

valuable.  

 

Past symposium themes 

include The World of 

Mark Twain, War and 

Society, the American 

South, Exploring the 

Environment, Leisure 

and Play in Society, and 

A Sense of Place. 

The theme of the Sev-

enth Annual Faculty In-

terdisciplinary Sympo-

sium, which 

is scheduled 

for Monday, 

April 18, is 

ñTalking 

About A 

Revolution.ò 

Sheila L. 

Skemp, the 

Clare Leslie 

Marquette 

Professor of 

American History at the 

University of Missis-

sippi, will serve as the 

keynote speaker.  

 

Dr. Skemp received her 

B.A. in History from the 

University of Montana in 

1967, and her Ph.D. in 

History from the Univer-

sity of Iowa in 1974. 

After hav-

ing taught 

at a number 

of colleges 

and univer-

sities in the 

midwest 

and the 

northeast, 

she came to 

the Univer-

sity of Mis-

sissippi in 

1980. She 

served for 

two years 

as Acting Di-rector of 

the Sarah Isom Center 

for Women.  

 

Her book-length publica-

tions include, William 

Franklin: Son of a Pa-

triot, Servant of a King 

(Oxford, 1990); Benja-

min and William Frank-

lin: Father and Son, Pa-

triot and Loyalist 

(Bedford, 1994): Judith 

Sargent 

Murray: A 

Brief Biogra-

phy with Docu-

ments 

(Bedford, 

1998); and 

First Lady of 

Letters: Judith 

Sargent 

Murray and the 

Struggle for 

Women's Rights 

(University of 

Pennsylvania 

Press, 2009). In 

2009, Professor 

Skemp received 

the University's 

Faculty Achieve-

ment Award for 

Out-standing 

Teaching and Re-

search. 

She has 

been the Clare 

Leslie Mar-

quette Profes-

sor of Ameri-

can History 

since 2008. She 

has also been 

designated an 

Organization of 

American His-

torians Distin-

guished Lec-

turer for the 

academic years 

2010-2013.  

 

The symposium was 

established in response 

to a call for greater inter-

disciplinary dialogue and 

collaboration among 

Chowan University fac-

ulty and the importance 

of demonstrating to 

OLE MISS SCHOLAR SYM POSIUM KEYNOTE SPEAKER  
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7TH ANNUAL  

ñTALKING ABOUT A REVOLUTIONò 

FACULTY INTERDISCIPL INARY SYMPOSIUM  

Gladys DeJesus, Professor 

of Economics, ñKeynesian 

Macroeconomics: A Revo-

lutionary Theoryò 

 

Eugene Van Roy, Instruc-

tor in Graphic Communi-

cation, ñNo Print, No 

Revolutionò 

 

Lloyd Lee Wilson, Assis-

tant Professor of Religion 

and Accounting, ñTo Stand 

Apart:  Quakers and the 

American Revolutionò 

 

Danielle White, Associate 

Professor of Sport Man-

agement, ñSport, a Micro-

cosm of Society: Athletes' 

Involved in the Cultural 

Revolution called 'Civil 

Rightsôò 

 

Larry Frazier, Professor of 

Religion, ñThe Lutheran 

Reformation as a Revolu-

tion in Printed Propa-

gandaò 

 

Romey Peavler, Professor 

of Psychology, 

ñRevolution: Is it Psycho-

logically Healthy?ô 

 

Brenda Tinkham, Professor 

Education, ñYou've Come 

a Long Way Babyò 

 

Frank Stephenson, Director 

of Upward Bound, ñSeeds 

for World's Rapid Fire 

Weapons Revolution 

Planted Here:  The Gatling 

Plantation, Como, North 

Carolinaò 

 

Michele Reedy, Instructor 

in Education, ñThe Virtual 

Classroom, A Revolution-

ary Idea in Educationò 

 

Clarissa Brandao, Assistant 

Professor of Graphic De-

sign, ñThe Sustainability of 

Paper: a Multifaceted 

Revolutionò 

 

Wendy Dower, Associate 

Professor of English, ñThe 

Mother of All Revolutions: 

Milton's Paradise Lost and 

the War in Heavenò 

 

Dean Lawson, Assistant 

Professor of History, ñThe 

Marquis de Lafayette: 

Revolutionary and Mur-

freesboro Residentò 

 

Greg Taylor, Assistant 

Professor of History, 

ñ1954: The Year the Six-

ties Beganò 

 

Robbin Buller, Instructor 

in Art, ñGeorge E. Ohr:  A 

Revolutionary American 

Potterò 

 

Emily Isaacson, Assistant 

Professor of English, 

ñRevolutionary Female 

Voices: Defending Women 

in Salve Deus Rex 

Judaeorum and The Trag-

edy of Miriamò 

 

John Davis, Professor of 

English, ñThe Passive and 

the Aggressive: Melville's 

Bartleby and Ahabò 

 

Peggy Clark, Instructor in 

Dance, ñDance, 

Dance Revolutionò 

 

Shalyn Lapke, Assistant 

Professor of Education, 

ñEducation and the Affec-

tive Revolutionò 

 

J Brabban, Distinguished 

Professor of Religion and 

Philosophy, ñWhen is a 

Revolution not a Revolu-

tion?  The Curious Case of 

I Kings 12:1-20ò 

 

William Bradley, ñA Mil-

lion Little Lies in an Age 

Like This:  Ethics, Aesthet-

ics, and Implications in 

Creative Nonfictionò 

 

Craig Janney, Instructor in 

Religion, ñHear Then the 

Satire: Parables as Protest-

ing Hegemonyò 

 

Deepak Pant, Instructor in 

English, ñRevolutionizing 

Teaching: Student Auton-

omy, Authority, Authentic-

ity and Accountabilityò 

 

Mozell Person, Instructor 

in Psychology, ñThe Revo-

lution of Mental Health-

care and Treatment Meth-

ods in America during the 

19th Centuryò 

 

David Ballew, Associate 

Professor of History, 

ñôRiotous and Disorderly 

Personsô: Popular Protests 

and the Radical Nature of 

the American Revolutionò 

 

Thomas Whitaker, Associ-

ate Professor of Mathemat-

ics, ñElectronic Revolu-

tion: Rise of the Machinesò 

 

Shannon Williams, Instruc-

tor in Accounting, ñMark 

to Market: International 

Accounting Revolutionò 

 

Sheryl Long, Assistant 

Professor of Education, 

ñReading, Writing, and 

Revolution:  From Abso-

lute to Shared Authority 

through 21st Century Lit-

eraciesò 

 

Jill Awuni, Instructor in 

Religion and Business, 

"The Revolution of Oneò 

 

Jennifer Groves, Instructor 

in Graphic Communication 

and Graphic Design, TBA 

Monday 

April 18, 2011 

 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
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Criminal Justice 

Michelle Fairless, 

Business Admini-

stration 

Craitishia Lewis, 

Graphic Communi-

cation 

Kimberly Smiley, 

History 

Bridget Murphy, 

Social Sciences 

Rachel Stewart, Ele-

mentary Education 

Megan Harbinson, 

Graphic Communi-

cation 

Amber Gillespie, 

Psychology 

Ashley Sampson, 

English 

Maryah Roche, Psy-

chology 

Maria Cox, Music 

 

If you wish to sponsor a 

student, please contact 

Syble Shellito at 

shells@chowan.edu or 

Twenty-one members of 

the Chowan University 

chapter of the Alpha Chi 

Honor Society are at-

tending the Alpha Chi 

National Convention in 

San Diego on March 31 

ï April 2. During the 

convention, the students 

will present their re-

search and creative ac-

tivities, competing for 

academic awards. At last 

yearôs convention, Amy 

Hamm, a 2010 Chowan 

graduate was one of 

twenty-five presenters 

out of 250 to receive an 

academic prize. 

 

In order to fund the trip, 

which costs $813 per 

student, Alpha Chi mem-

bers will hold fundraisers 

throughout the spring 

semester. In addition, the 

students are seeking indi-

vidual and business 

sponsors. The students 

attending the convention 

are (students in blue are 

presenting their research 

or creative endeavor): 

 

Zachary Hicks, Re-

ligion 

Carlos Bandak, 

Mathematics 

George Zeidan, 

Business Admini-

stration 

Daniel Mullens, 

Physical Education 

Bobby Futrell, 

Mathematics 

April Rozier, Social 

Sciences 

Glenda Poindexter, 

Social Sciences 

Denise Crocker, 

Social Sciences 

Sheresa Perry, 

Criminal Justice 

Donna Woodard, 

Business Admini-

stration 

Kimberly Johnson, 

ALPHA CHI MEMBERS TO PRESENT AT 

NATIONAL CONVENTION IN SAN DIEGO 
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the prize brings the uni-

versity com-

munity together 

each spring to 

celebrate the ac-

complishments of 

an author of note 

from the region. 

The award serves 

as a memorial to 

Mary Frances 

Hobson (1912-

1993), a journalist and 

poet, who was the first 

woman to receive the 

Alger-non Sydney Sulli-

van Award in journalism 

from the University of 

North Carolina. Mrs. 

Hobson and her family 

have always treasured 

deep 

ties to 

the uni-

versity 

and 

commu-

nity. An 

aunt, 

Miss 

Lois 

Vann Wynn, a 1905 

Chowan graduate, served 

on the faculty from 1905

-1908, and for five gen-

erations the family has 

been connected to the 

Murfreesboro area.  

 

The Hobson Prize will be 

conferred on Monday, 

April 11, 2011.  

 

The above bio, with mi-

nor revisions, can be 

found at robert-

morgan.com.  

 

Photo of Robert Morgan 

by Curt Richter. 

The Seventeenth Annual 

Mary Frances Hobson 

Lecture and 

Prize for 

Distin-

guished 

Achieve-

ment in Arts 

and Letters 

recipient is 

Robert Morgan.  

 

Morgan has published 

eleven books of 

poetry, most re-

cently October 

Crossing (2009), 

three books of 

short fiction, and 

five novels, in-

cluding Gap 

Creek (1999), 

and Brave Ene-

mies; A Novel of 

the American 

Revolution 

(2003). In addition he is 

the author of a book of 

essays and interviews on 

poetry, Good Measure 

(1993). His most recent 

book is Boone: A Biog-

raphy, published in 

2007, winner of the Ken-

tucky Literary Award 

and finalist for the Los 

Angeles Times Book 

Award.  

 

Recipient of fellowships 

from the Guggenheim 

and 

Rockefel-

ler Foun-

dations, 

the Na-

tional 

Endow-

ment for 

the Arts, 

and the 

New York State Arts 

Council, he has been 

awarded the 

Hanes Poetry 

Prize by the Fel-

lowship of 

Southern Writ-

ers, the North 

Carolina Literary 

Award, the H. 

Parker Hunt 

Award, the Ap-

palachian Heri-

tage Award from Shep-

herd Univer-

sity, the Acad-

emy Award in 

Literature from 

The American 

Academy of 

Arts and Let-

ters, The Tho-

mas Wolfe 

Prize and a 

Doctor of Let-

ters Degree 

from his alma 

mater, University of 

North Carolina-Chapel 

Hill.  

 

Since 1971, Morgan has 

taught at 

Cornell 

Univer-

sity, 

where 

he is 

now 

Kappa 

Alpha 

Profes-

sor of 

English. At Cornell he 

has taught both poetry 

and fiction writing, as 

well as American litera-

ture and modern poetry 

and poetics.  

 

Initiated in 1995 by the 

Hobson Family Founda-

tion of San Francisco, 

2011 HOBSON PRIZE RECIPIENT  

Hobson Prize Recipients 

2010 Lee Smith 

2009 Darnell Arnoult 

2008 Judy Goldman 

2007 Josephine Humphreys 

2006 Michael Parker 

2005 Shelia P. Moses 

2004 Chuck Sullivan 

2003 Sheri Reynolds 

2002 Padgett Powell 

2001 Allan Gurganus 

2000 Amy Hempel 

1999 G.D. Gearino 

1998 Randall Kenan 

1997 Jill McCorkle 

1996 Mark Richard 

1995 Kaye Gibbons 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoS3hSXFNDjQAaAiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBxczZoaW5lBHBvcwMxMwRzZWMDc3IEdnRpZANJMTM2Xzg2/SIG=1md1sjo1c/EXP=1299298913/**http%3a/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimage
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoS0NSnFNDzQAfNmJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBwY2Y4ZTVhBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkA0kxMzZfODY-/SIG=1o55eet1c/EXP=1299298957/**http%3a/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimage
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gan has given us the man 

himself, so much more 

interesting and impres-

sive than all the myths 

about him.ò 

 

ðRichard Bausch, au-

thor of Wives and Lovers 

 

ñBoone comes fully alive 

in [these] pages. Mor-

ganôs objectivity gives us 

a completely realized 

man.ò 

 

ðPublishers Weekly 

 

ñA beautifully written 

biography of American 

scout Daniel Boone as a 

frontier Moses, leading 

his people over the west-

ern mountains to the rich 

promised lands of Ken-

tuckyé.Strongly recom-

mended.ò 

 

ðLibrary Journal, 

starred review 

 

 

 

ñéNot only does Daniel 

Boone come vividly 

alive in these pages but 

also his wilderness land-

scape and historical 

eraé.Robert Morgan has 

long been one of Amer-

icaôs best fiction writers 

and poets; Boone is a 

striking confirmation that 

he is now one of our best 

biographers as well.ò 

 

ðRon Rash, author of 

Saints at the River 

 

ñRobert Morganôs ac-

count makes it clear why 

every generation has 

been able to draw its 

own lessons from 

Booneôs remarkable life. 

Lord knows there are 

some lessons in it for our 

own time.ò 

 

ðJohn Shelton Reed, 

author of Minding the 

South 

 

ñThis is a riveting ac-

count of the real 

Booneé. The brilliant 

final chapter, unique 

among Boone biogra-

phies, reveals the impact 

of the frontiersmanôs 

legend on the American 

literary canoné. This is 

the best of all possible 

Boones.ò 

 

ðMichael Kammen, 

former president of the 

Organization of Ameri-

can Historians 

 

 ñA narrative tour do 

forceé.Informed by 

serious scholarship and 

propelled by superb sto-

rytelling, Morganôs book 

captures the heart of an 

American original.ò 

 

ðDaniel Blake Smith, 

author of the screenplays 

Trail of Tears and Black 

Indians 

 

óWow. Boone is a pleas-

ure. I wish more first-

rate novelist-poets wrote 

biography. Robert Mor-

PRAISE FOR ROBERT MORGANôS BOONE 

chard Country.ò Ted 

Kooser. Prairie Schoo-

ner. Summer 1989. pp. 

126-129. 

 

ñPieces of the 

Morgenland: The Recent 

Achievements in Robert 

Morganôs Poetry.ò P.H 

Liotta. Southern Literary 

Journal. Spring 1990. 

pp. 1-9. 

 

ñComing Out From Un-

der Calvinism: Religious 

Motifs in Robert Mor-

ganôs Poetry.ò John 

Lang. Shenandoah. Fall 

1992. 

 

ñRobert Morgan 1944-ò 

Roger E. Jones. Contem-

porary Authors. DLB. 

Gale Research. Vol. 120. 

1992. pp. 213-219. 

 

ñRobert Morgan 1944-ò 

Contemporary Authors: 

Autobiography Series. 

Gale Research. Vol. 20. 

pp. 257-289. 

 

Issue devoted to Robert 

Morgan of Iron Moun-

tain Review. 1990. 

Chapter devoted to 

Robert Morgan in Look-

ing for Native Ground: 

Contemporary Appala-

chian Poetry. Rita Sims 

Quillen. Appalachian 

Consortium Press. 1989. 

pp. 50-62. 

 

ñAt the Edge of the Or-

OTHERS ON ROBERT MORGAN 
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gio Conference Cen-

ter, 1989. 

 

Greensboro Review 

Amon Liner Poetry 

Prize, 1989. 

 

Jacaranda Review 

Fiction Prize, 1988. 

Guggenheim Fel-

lowship, 1988-89. 

 

Hawthornden Fel-

low in Poetry, Inter-

national Writers 

Retreat, Haw-

thornden Castle, 

Scotland, 1986. 

 

New York Founda-

tion for the Arts 

Fellowship, 1986. 

 

Eunice Tietjens 

Prize, Poetry, 1979. 

 

Southern Poetry 

Review Prize, 1975. 

 

National Endow-

ment for the Arts 

Fellowships, 1968, 

1974, 1982, 1987. 

 

 

North Carolina Lit-

erary Hall of Fame 

2010. 

 

R. Hunt Parker 

Award, North Caro-

lina Literary and 

Historical Associa-

tion, November 

2007. 

 

Academy Award in 

Literature, American 

Academy of Arts 

and Letters, May 

2007. 

 

Honorary Doctor of 

Letters, University 

of North Carolina-

Chapel Hill, 2006. 

 

Gap Creek received 

the Southern Book 

Critics Circle Award 

for 2000, and was 

selected as a Notable 

Book by The New 

York Times. It was 

an Oprah Book Club 

selection for January 

2000, and a New 

York Times Bestsel-

ler. The Association 

of Appalachian 

Writers named it 

Book of the Year for 

2000. 

 

The Truest Pleasure 

was selected as a 

New York Times 

Notable Book. The 

Truest Pleasure was 

first runner-up for 

The Southern Book 

Critics Circle 

Award. The Truest 

Pleasure was listed 

by Publishers 

Weekly as one of the 

outstanding books of 

1995. 

 

Fellow, Cornell So-

ciety for the Hu-

manities, Fall 1992. 

 

North Carolina 

Award in Literature, 

1991. 

 

James G. Hanes 

Poetry Prize Fellow-

ship of Southern 

Writers, 1991. 

 

The Blue Valleys 

nominated for First 

Fiction Award, 

American Academy 

of Arts and Letters. 

Fellowship at Bella-

ROBERT MORGANôS GRANTS AND AWARDS 

language I'm exploring 

and remembering also, I 

hope, and hearing afresh 

even in the most plain 

and transparently direct 

lyric."  

"In my poems I want to 

discover and evoke both 

the landscape of experi-

ence and memory and 

the landscape of lan-

guage.  The two seem to 

happen simultaneously 

when the writing is 

working: the delight in 

word and world as enact-

ments of each other.  Of 

course I like to tell sto-

ries in poems and drama-

tize the minutest facts of 

nature, and I especially 

like to talk about the way 

people work and make 

things, and humble de-

tails, pain, and the lost 

things of childhood and 

the mountains.  But it's 

the terrain of American 

ROBERT MOGAN ON WRIT ING 
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ries. Peachtree Publish-

ers, Ltd. 1989 

 

At the Edge of the Or-

chard Country. 

Wesleyan University 

Press. 1987 

 

Bronze Age. Iron Moun-

tain Press. 1981 

 

Groundwork. Gnomon 

Press. 1979 

 

Trunk & Thicket. 

LôEpervier Press. 1978 

 

Land Diving. LSU Press. 

1976 

 

Red Owl. W.W. Norton. 

1972 

 

The Voice in the Cross-

hairs. Angelfish Press. 

1971 

 

Zirconia Poems. Lilla-

bulero Press. 1969 

 

 

 

October Crossing. 

Broadstone Books. 2009 

 

Boone: A Biography. 

Algonquin Books of 

Chapel Hill. 2007 

 

The Strange Attractor: 

New and Selected Po-

ems. LSU Press. 2004 

 

Brave Enemies. Algon-

quin Books of Chapel 

Hill. 2003 

 

This Rock. Algonquin 

Books of Chapel Hill. 

2001 

 

Topsoil Road: Poems. 

LSU Press. 2000 

 

The Balm of Gilead Tree 

and Other Stories. Gno-

mon Press. 1999 

 

Gap Creek. Algonquin 

Books of Chapel Hill. 

1999. 

 

The Hinterlands. paper-

back. Blair Publishers. 

1999 

 

The Truest Pleasure. 

paperback. Algonquin 

Books of Chapel Hill. 

1998 

 

Wild Peavines: New Po-

ems. Gnomon Press. 

1996 

 

The Truest Pleasure. 

Algonquin Books. 1995 

 

The Hinterlands. Algon-

quin Books. 1994 

 

Good Measure: Essays 

and Interviews on Po-

etry. Louisiana State 

University Press. 1993 

 

The Mountains Wonôt 

Remember Us. Peachtree 

Publishers, Ltd. 1992 

 

Green River. New and 

Selected Poems. 

Wesleyan University 

Press. 1991 

 

Sigodlin. Wesleyan Uni-

versity Press. 1990 

The Blue Valleys: Sto-

ROBERT MORGANôS PUBLICATIONS  

spiritual lives, whether 

Baptist or Pentecostal 

Holiness or some inde-

pendent sect. The lives of 

my ancestors were 

largely defined by their 

work and their worship. 

Looking at the Appala-

chian communities in the 

past, visitors often saw 

only poverty and back-

wardness. The mountain 

people did not view 

themselves that way. In 

fact, they often felt rich 

on their own land, with 

their families around 

them, with a cold poplar 

spring nearby, and in-

spired by their devo-

tional life. We cannot 

understand the Appala-

chian lives of the past 

unless we know some-

thing of their intense 

ROBERT MOGAN ON APPALACHIA  

Take a look at it at  

http://

libguides.chowan.edu/ 

ñSarah Bonner has com-

piled an pretty impressive 

web resource that provides 

bibliographical informa-

tion for Hobson Award 

recipients.ò 

 

ðWilliam Bradley 

HOBSON PRIZE BIBLIOG RAPHY 
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Spring Semester 
J A N U A R Y 

Sunday 8 New Student s Arrive and Check In 

Sunday-Monday 8-9 New Students Follow Student Life Schedule 

Monday 9 Returning Students Arrive and Check In 

Monday 9 Students Meet with Advisors 

Tuesday 10 Classes Begin, 8:00 a.m. 

Monday 16 Martin Luther King, Jr., Day (No Classes) 

Tuesday 17 Last Day to Add Classes 

Tuesday 31 Last Day to Drop Classes without a Record 

  

F E B R U A R Y 

  

M A R C H 

Friday 2 Mid-term Grades Due, 12:00 p.m. 

Friday 9 Spring Break Begins at Conclusion of Classes 

Monday 19 Classes Resume, 8:00 a.m. 

Monday 19 Advisement Period for Fall Pre-registration Begins 

Tuesday 20 Last Day to Drop Classes with a W 

Monday 26 Pre-registration for Fall Semester Begins 

  

April  

Monday TBA Eighteenth Annual Mary Frances Hobson Lecture and Prize 

Friday 6 Good Friday (No Classes) 

Monday 9 Pre-registration for Summer Session Begins 

Friday-Wednesday 13-18 The Chowan Academic Forum: A Celebration of the Intellectual 
and Artistic Life of the University 

Monday 16 Eighth Annual Faculty Interdisciplinary Symposium 

Tuesday 17 Fourteenth Annual Chowan University Undergraduate Research 
Conference 

Wednesday 18 Awards Day Convocation, 11:00 a.m. 

Friday 27 Reading Day 

Saturday 28 Final Exams Begin 

  

May 

Wednesday 2 Final Exams End 

Thursday 3 Final Grades for Graduating Seniors and Graduate Students 
Due, 12:00 p.m. 

Friday 4 Final Grades for All Other Students Due, 12:00 p.m. 

Saturday 5 Commencement, 10:00 a.m. 
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