
Honors College Student Association  

With the assistance of 
the Office of the Pro-
vost, members of the 
Chowan University 
Honors College have 
organized the Honors 
College Student Asso-
ciation. The purpose  
the Association is to 
promote academic 
achievement and ex-
cellence through aca-
demic programs, ser-
vice projects, and so-
cial activities.  

Members of the Asso-
ciation will serve as 
the official student 
hosts of the Office of 
the Provost. As hosts, 

they will assist in the 
recruitment of pro-
spective Honors Col-
lege students and at-
tend special academic 
events. 

The association has 
adopted as its motto:  
VERITAS LUX MEA ï 
The Truth is My Light. 

Officers of the Asso-
ciation are: 

§ President - Jake 
Thornton 

§ Vice President - 
Lacey Wildeboer 

§ Secretary - Tonya 
Sinclair 

§ Public Relations 
Officer - Kayla 
Brady 
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CURC ISSUES CALL FOR STUDENT PRESENTATIO NS 

The 14th Annual 
Chowan University Re-
search Conference 
(CURC), which is 
scheduled for Tuesday, 
April 17, has issued a call 
for student presenta-
tions. 
 
òThe purpose of the 
CURC is to provide a 
venue for undergraduate 
students to present aca-
demic research, musical 
performances, and/or 
artistic presentations in  
an appropriate profes-
sional setting. As such, 
it fosters an integration 

of knowledge and skills 
by the student partici-
pants, cooperation in 
the pursuit of know-
ledge by the academic 
departments involved, 
and sharing of the re-
search and abilities with 
both 
the 
uni-
versity 
and 
sur-

rounding communities.ó  
 
Students from all aca-

demic disciplines are  
 invited to apply. The 
application deadline is 
Wednesday, February 
22.  
 
The CURC is part of the 
Chowan Academic Fo-

rumõs 
week-
long 
celebra-
tion of 
the in-

tellectual and artistic 
life of the university, 
which begins Friday, 

HOBSON DAY SCHEDULE 

Sunday, April 1  

 

§ Dinner with   

English Faculty 

at 6:30 p.m.  

 

Monday, April 2  

 

§ Luncheon with 

President and 

Mrs. White and 

the Hobson   

Family at      

12:00 p.m. 

 

§ Dialogue with 

Students at     

2:00 p.m. 

 

§ Hobson Dinner 

and Prize       

Conferral at    

6:00 p.m. 

 

§ Hobson Lecture 

at 7:30 p.m.  

 

§ Book signing    

following Lecture  

Check out òWhat is 
Chowan Reading?ó at 
http://www.chowan.edu/
lib/reading.html  

SCHOLARSHIP AND PROF ESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

William Bradleyôs es-

say "The Admiring Ig-

norant" has been pub-

lished in Inside Higher 

Ed.   

Must Read:  ñIn this 
deluxe commemo-
rative edition, LIFE's 
editors focus on the 
publication's 
achievements more 
tightly than they 
ever have before: 
This is truly the best 
of everything LIFE 
has accomplished.ò 

http://www.chowan.edu/lib/reading.html%20.
http://www.chowan.edu/lib/reading.html%20.
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HOBSON COURSE BEGINS FEBRUARY 

The Hobson Course, 

ENGL 465, is a one-credit 

hour course and open to all 

students who have com-

pleted ENGL 101 with a C 

or higher and counts to-

ward the general education 

hu-

manities 

requirement. 

Students will read 

the works of Silas House, 

the 2012 Hobson Prize 

recipient, and then meet 

House. 

 

The class meets on Tues-

days: February 28, March 

6, March 20, and March 

27. All classes begin at 

6:00 p.m. and end at 8:30 

p.m.. The final class ses-

sion is Monday, April 2, 

and includes three events: 

A dialogue with Silas 

House (2:00 p.m.), dinner 

with Silas House (6:00 

p.m.) and attendance at the 

Hobson Lecture, given by 

Silas House, (7:30 p.m.). 

Following the lecture, 

House will sign books. 

 

There is a $20 fee for this 

course, which pays for the 

Hobson dinner on April 2. 

 

The deadline for enrolling 

in the course is Tuesday, 

February 28 at 6:00 p.m. 

The Coinage Act of 

1873 eliminated provi-

sion for the free coinage 

of silver. That act cast 

the die for a gold stan-

dard. While the conven-

tional view is that ñthe 

act of 1873 was a piece 

of good fortune,ò Sena-

tor John H. Reagan 

wrote in 1890, ñI am 

persuaded history will 

write it [the act of 1873] 

down as the greatest leg-

islative crime and the 

most stupendous con-

spiracy against the wel-

fare of the people of the 

United States and of 

Europe which this or 

any other age has wit-

nessed.ò 

POP CULTURE IN AMERI CAN SOCIETY  

A Pop Culture Soci-

ety Interdisciplinary 

Symposium will be 

held on Monday, 

April 16. Dr. David 

Lubin, the Charlotte 

C. Weber Professor 

of Art at Wake For-

est University and 

author of Shooting 

Kennedy:  JFK and 

the Culture of Im-

ages, is the keynote 

speaker. 
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In honor of Black History 

month, the library has cre-

ated a guide to resources 

about African American his-

tory.  Check it out:  http://

libguides.chowan.edu/

africanamerican 

CRIME OF ó73 

The Department of Mu-

sic hosted its annual 

Music Industry Day on 

Thursday, February 2. 

The guest for the day 

was Nikki Marshall of 

Red Clay Productions in 

Atlanta. Marshall gave a 

presentation entitled, 

ñThe Life of a Copy-

right.ò 

C:/Documents and Settings/MOORED/My Documents/custom
C:/Documents and Settings/MOORED/My Documents/custom
C:/Documents and Settings/MOORED/My Documents/custom
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Silas House will receive Chowan Univer-

sityôs Mary Frances Hobson Prize for Dis-

tinguished Achievement in Arts and Let-

ters on April 2, 2012. House has penned 

four novels, two plays, a 

creative 

nonfiction 

book, and 

numerous 

poems, 

songs, and 

short sto-

ries. In 

addition, he is a music jour-

nalist and a musician, a 

conservation journalist and 

environmental activist, a 

contributor to NPRôs All 

Things Considered, and 

host of a radio show, Hill-

billy Solid, on Mountain 

Community Radio. He has 

frequently contributed es-

says and op-ed pieces to 

publications such as The 

New York Times. He serves 

as the Director of the Loyal 

Jones Appalachian Center 

and Associate Professor of 

Appalachian Studies at 

Berea College and is a 

member of the creative writing faculty at 

Spalding University. He is the father of 

two daughters. 

 

House was born in 1971 in Lily, Kentucky, 

where he grew up reading and listening to 

family stories. After Sue 

Bennett College and gradu-

ating from Eastern Ken-

tucky University with a 

B.A. in English, House 

enrolled at Spalding Uni-

versity where he pursued 

an M.F.A. in creating writ-

ing. Prior to his current 

positions, he served as a 

writer-in-residence at Eastern Kentucky 

University and Lincoln Memorial Univer-

sity. While at Lincoln Memorial, he 

founded the Mountain Heritage Literary 

Festival, which is an annual event where 

writers gather to celebrate writing, music, 

and Appalachian tradition. 

 

Houseôs first novel, Clayôs Quilt (2001), is 

the first book of an Appalachian trilogy. 

Set in eastern Kentucky in contemporary 

times, it introduces 

many of the themes 

he has explored 

throughout his career:  

nature, kinship, place, 

love, home, spiritual-

ity, tradition, and mu-

sic. A finalist for both 

the Southeast Book-

sellersô Association 

Fiction Award and 

the Appalachian Writ-

ersô Association Book 

of the Year Award, 

critics praised it as ña 

long love poem to the 

hills of Kentucky.ò 

Lee Smith, the 2010 

Hobson Prize recipi-

ent, called Clayôs 

Quilt ñOne of the best 

books I have ever 

read about contempo-

rary life in the moun-

tains 

Appa-

lachia. . . . I could see and 

feel Free Creek, and the 

mountain above it.ò 

 

A Parchment of Leaves 

(2003), which is the second 

installment of Houseôs tril-

ogy, is set in the early part 

of the twentieth century. 

National Book Award Fi-

nalist, Brad Watson, 

praised the book, describ-

ing it as ñA beautiful, heart-

breaking novel, so vividly 

imagined and told that it 

stays with you, powerfully, 

long after youôve read it.ò Watson added, 

ñSilas House writes as if the whole history 

of his place and people resides within his 

heart.ò A Parchment of Leaves earned sev-

eral awards, including the Award for Spe-

cial Achievement from the Fellowship of 

Southern Writers, the Chaffin Award for 

Literature, and the Kentucky Novel of the 

Year Award.  

 

Set in the mid-twentieth century, Houseôs 

third novel, The Coal Tattoo (2004), com-

pleted the trilogy. The 

novel was named the Ken-

tucky Novel of the Year 

and the Appalachian Writ-

ersô Association Book of 

the Year. In addition, it 

was a finalist for the 

Southern Book Critics Cir-

cle Prize and received the 

Kentuckyôs Best Writer 

Award from the Kentucky Monthly Maga-

zine.  

 

Houseôs fourth novel, Eli the Good (2009), 

was published to great acclaim, receiving 

the Storyline Prize for Excellence in Lit-

erature. While a departure from his first 

three novels, House revisits the themes of 

family, place, music, love, and nature in 

eastern Kentucky. 

 

In addition to his novels, House has nu-

merous publications on mountaintop re-

moval mining. With Ja-

son Howard, he wrote 

Somethingôs Rising:  Ap-

palachians Fighting 

Mountaintop Removal 

(2009), a collection of 

oral histories of anti-

mountaintop removal 

activists. He co-edited 

Coal Country:  Rising Up 

Against Mountaintop Re-

moval Mining (2009) with 

Shirley Stewart Burns and 

Mari-Lynn Evans. He has 

published many essays, 

op-ed pieces, and articles 

on the subject as well. To 

bring additional attention 

to the issue, he has performed as a member 

of Public Outcry, which is a band formed 

to raise awareness of mountaintop removal 

mining. The band appears on the album, 

Coal Country Music, which is a compan-

(Continued on page 11 ) 

SILAS HOUSE:  2012 HOBSON PRIZE RECIPIENT  

A Parchment of Leaves  

òIt is the early 1900s in rural 
Kentucky, and young Saul Sulli-
van is heading up to Redbud 
Camp to look for work. He is 
wary but unafraid of the Chero-
kee girl there whose beauty is 
said to cause the death of all 
men who see her. But the min-
ute Saul lays eyes on Vine, he 
knows she is meant to be his 
wife. Vineõs mother disapproves 
of the mixed marriage; Saulõs 
mother, Esme, has always been 
ill at ease around the Cherokee 
people. But once Vine walks into 
Godõs Creek, Saulõs mother and 
brother Aaron take to her im-
mediately. It quickly becomes 
clear to Vine, though, that 
Aaron is obsessed with her. And 
when Saul leaves Godõs Creek 
for a year to work in another 
county, the wife he leaves be-
hind will never be the same 
again. The violence that lies 
ahead for Vine, will not only test 
her spirit, but also her ability to 
forgive ñboth others and her-
self.ó 

The Coal Tattoo  
 

òLife isnõt easy for twenty-
two year old Easter and her 
teenage sister Anneth, who 
were left parentless as 
Young children. While 
Easter, a devout Pentecostal, 
finds solace in the powerful 
music of her church, Anneth 
seeks comfort in the rougher 
edges of life found in danc-
ing, drinking, and fast living. 
Easter believes in tradition 
and is intent on rearing her 
wild young sister properly, 
but itõs only a matter of time 
before a wedge is driven 
between them ðand threat-
ens to undo their bond for-
ever.ó 
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ion to Houseôs book and the film, Coal 

Country. The Appalachian Studies Asso-

ciation recognized House for his activism 

with the Helen Lewis Community Service 

Award as did Kentucky 

Council of English Teach-

ers with its Intellectual 

Freedom Award. As a 

member of Public Outcry, 

he received the Kentucki-

ans for the Commonwealth 

Ally of the Year Award. 

He was a finalist for the 

prestigious Roosevelt-Ashe 

Award as Outstanding 

Journalist in Conservation. 

 

House has published two 

plays, The Hurting Part 

(2005) and Long Time 

Traveling (2009). His po-

ems and short stories have appeared in 

Oxford American, The Louisville Review, 

Night Train, Appalachian Heritage, The 

Southeast Review, and others, as well as in 

several anthologies, including The South-

ern Poetry Anthology: Volume 3, New Sto-

ries from the South 2004:  The Yearôs Best, 

Christmas in the South, A Kentucky 

Reader, and many others. He served as a 

contributing editor to No Depression, an 

Americana, alt-country music magazine, 

and is one of Nashvilleôs most prolific 

press kit writers. He edited the posthumous 

manuscript of writer James Still, China-

berry (2011). In February 2012, his young 

adult novel, Same Sun Here, co-written 

with Neela Vaswani, will be published. 

 

Awards and Honors 

 

¶ Finalist, Southeast Booksellersô Asso-

ciation Fiction Award, Clayôs Quilt 

¶ Finalist, Appalachian Writersô Asso-

ciation Book of the Year Award, 

Clayôs Quilt 

¶ Foreword Magazine Book of the Year, 

Bronze Award, Clayôs Quilt 

¶ Fellowship of Southern Writers James 

Still Award for Special Achievement 

in Writing about the Appalachian 

South, A Parchment of Leaves 

¶ Kentucky Novel of Year Award, A 

Parchment of Leaves 

¶ Finalist, Southern Book Critics Circle 

Prize, A Parchment of Leaves 

¶ Finalist, Kentucky Public Librariansô 

Choice Award, A Parch-

ment of Leaves 

¶ Morehead State Uni-

versity Chaffin Award 

for Excellence in Appa-

lachian Writing, A 

Parchment of Leaves 

¶ Kentucky Novel of 

the Year Award, The 

Coal Tattoo 

¶ Appalachian Writ-

ersô Association Book of 

the Year Award, The 

Coal Tattoo 

¶ Finalist, Southern 

Book Critics  Circle 

Prize, The Coal Tattoo 

¶ Kentucky Monthly Magazine Ken-

tuckyôs Best Writer 

Award, The Coal Tat-

too 

¶ Storyline Prize for 

Excellence in Litera-

ture, Eli the Good 

¶ Appalachian Studies 

Association Helen 

Lewis Community 

Service Award 

¶ Kentucky Council of 

English Teachers In-

tellectual Freedom 

Award 

¶ Kentucky Walk of 

Fame 

¶ Kentuckians for the 

Commonwealth Ally 

of the Year Award 

¶ Lincoln Memorial 

University Lee Smith 

Award 

¶ Chosen as one of Ten 

Emerging Talents in the South by the 

Millennial Gathering of Writers at 

Vanderbilt University in 2000 

¶ Emory and Henry College Silas House 

Literary Festival 

¶ Shepherd University Appalachian 

Heritage Writer of the Year 

¶ Nominated for two Pushcart Prizes 

¶ National Society of 

Arts and Letters Fiction 

Prize 

¶ Finalist, Roosevelt-

Ashe Award as Out-

standing Journalist in 

Conservation 

 

The annual Mary Frances 

Hobson Lecture and Prize 

for Distinguished Achievement in Arts and 

Letters brings the university and commu-

nity together each spring to celebrate the 

accomplishments of an author of note from 

the region. Initiated in 1995 by the Hobson 

Family Foundation of San Francisco, the 

award serves as a memorial to Mary Fran-

ces Hobson, a journalist and poet, who was 

the first woman to receive the Algernon 

Sydney Sullivan Award in journalism from 

the University of North Carolina.  

 

Hobson Day events 

on April 2 will begin 

with a luncheon, held 

at the President's 

Home, to honor the 

writer. Hobson fam-

ily. Following the 

luncheon, the writer 

meets informally 

with students at 2:00 

p.m. in Vaughan 

Auditorium. The 

activities of the eve-

ning include the 

prize conferral dinner 

at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Chowan Room and 

the Hobson Lecture 

in Vaughan Audito-

rium at 7:30 p.m. 

The evening con-

cludes with a book 

signing in the lobby 

of Marks Hall. 

(Continued from page 10 ) 

SILAS HOUSE  

Eli the Good  

òBicentennial fireworks burn the 
sky. Bob Seger growls from a 
transistor radio. And down by the 
river, girls line up on lawn chairs 
in pursuit of the perfect tan. Yet 
for ten -year-old Eli Book, the 
summer of 1976 is the one that 
threatened to tear his family 
apart. There is his distant mother; 
his traumatized Vietnam vet dad; 
his wild sister; his former war 
protester aunt; and his tough yet 
troubled best friend, Edie, the 
only person with whom he can be 
himself. As tempers flare and his 
fatherõs nightmares rage, Eli 
watches from the sidelines, but 
soon even he cannot escape the 
current of conflict. From Silas 
House comes a tender look at the 
complexities of childhood and 
the realities of war --  a quintes-
sentially Southern novel filled 
with music, nostalgic detail, a 
deep respect for nature, and a 
powerful sense of place.ó 

Clayõs Quilt 

òAfter his mother is killed, 
four -year-old Clay Sizemore 
finds himself alone in a small 
Appalachian mining town. At 
first, unsure of Free Creek, he 
slowly learns to lean on its 
residents as family. Thereõs 
Aunt Easter, who is always 
filled with a sense of fore-
boding, bound to her faith 
above all; quilt making Uncle 
Paul; untamable Evangeline; 
and Alma, the fiddler whose 
song wends it way into Clayõs 
heart. Together, they help 
Clay fashion a quilt of a life 
from what treasured pieces 
surround him.ó 
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¶ Robert Morgan (2011)  

¶ Lee Smith (2010)  

¶ Darnell Arnoult (2009)  

¶ Judy Goldman (2008)  

¶ Josephine             

Humphreys (2007)  

¶ Michael Parker (2006)  

¶ Shelia P. Moses (2005)  

¶ Chuck Sullivan (2004)  

¶ Sheri Reynolds (2003)  

¶ Padgett Powell (2002)  

¶ Allan Gurganus (2001)  

¶ Amy Hempel (2000)  

¶ G.D. Gearino (1999)  

¶ Randall Kenan (1998)  

¶ Jill McCorkle (1997)  

¶ Mark Richard (1996)  

¶ Kaye Gibbons (1995)  

Hobson Prize Recipients  

¶ Recruiters: A Story, 

short story in book-form, 

Larkspur Press, October 

2011 

¶ "Her Troublesome 

Boys," book review, 

Now & Then, Summer 

2011, Vol. 27, No. 1 

¶ "Live By the Golden 

Rule," editorial, The 

Berea Citizen, June 16, 

2011 

¶ Chinaberry, edited by 

Silas House, written by 

James Still, The Univer-

sity Press of Kentucky, 

March 2011 

¶ "My Polluted Kentucky 

Home," editorial, The 

New York Times, Febru-

ary 20, 2011 

¶ "Drought,ò poem, 

Now & Then, Vol. 

26, No. 2 

(December 2010) 

¶ ñDouble Creek 

Girlò, poem, The 

Southern Poetry 

Anthology Vol. 3, 

edited by Graves, 

Ruffin, & Wright, 

Texas Review Press, 

December 2010 

¶ ñAt the Opening of Coal 

Minerôs Daughterò, 

poem, The Southern 

Poetry Anthology Vol. 3, 

edited by Graves, Ruffin, 

& Wright, Texas Review 

Press, December 2010 

¶ ñRecruiters,ò short story, 

Anthology of Appala-

chian Writing, Vol. 2, 

Shepherd University 

Press 

¶ "Appalachian Pride (In 

the Name Of Love)", 

speech, Appalachian 

Heritage, Vol. 38, No. 3, 

Summer 2010 

¶ ñThe God of Birdôs 

Nest,ò essay, Iron Moun-

tain Review, Vol. 25, 

Spring 2010, Emory & 

Henry College 

¶ "5 November 2008," 

poem, Appa-

lachian Heri-

tage, Winter 

2009, Vol. 

37, No. 1  

¶ Coal Country 

(co-editor, 

with Shirley 

Stewart-Burns and Mari-

lyn Evans), nonfiction, 

Sierra Club Books, No-

vember 2009 

¶ Eli the Good, novel, 

Candlewick Books, Sep-

tember 2009 

¶ ñThe God of 

Birdôs Nests,ò 

essay, We All Live 

Downstream, 

Motes Books, 

2009 

¶ ñLeslie 

County,ò song, We 

All Live Down-

stream, Motes 

Books, 2009 

¶ Long Time Travelling, 

play, produced at Lex-

ington Actorôs Guild, 

Lexington, Kentucky, 

April 2009 

¶ ñAppalachia In 

Her Hands,ò 

essay, Appala-

chian Heritage, 

Spring 2009 

¶ ñGodôs Key,ò 

poem, Motif: 

Writing By Ear, 

Motes Books, 

2009 

¶ ñSextonôs Creek,ò song, 

Motif: Writing By Ear, 

Motes Books, 2009 

¶ Somethingôs Rising, non-

fiction, University Press 

of Kentucky, March 2009 

¶ ñThe Dirt On Coal,ò 

essay, Sierra, January 

2009 

¶ ñ5 November 

2008,ò poem, Appa-

lachian Heritage, 

Winter 2009 

¶ ñAt the Opening 

of Coal Minerôs 

Daughter, Corbin, 

Kentucky, March 

27, 1980,ò poem, Appa-

lachian Heritage, Spring 

2008 

¶ ñDonôt Forget This 

Song,ò short story, 

Smoky Mountain Living, 

Fall 2008 

¶ ñWriting Stores,ò essay, 

Kentucky Monthly, No-

vember 2008 

¶ ñThree Fireballs, One 

Door, Seven Slams,ò 

short story, Mountain 

Mysteries II: The Unex-

plained, Ascended Idea 

Press, 2008 

¶ ñOn Godôs Creek,ò es-

say, The Louisville Re-

view, Fall 2008 

¶ ñTop Secret: Sierra 

Hull,ò feature, No De-

pression (The Bookaz-

ine), The University 

of Texas Press, 2008 

¶ The Hurting 

Part: Evolution of An 

American Play, mul-

tidisciplinary work 

(play, short story, 

essay, interview), 

Motes Books, July 

2008 

¶ ñIôm With the Band: Dan 

Tyminski,ò feature, No 

Depression, June 2008 

(Continued on page 13 ) 
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